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July - Production Calendar - Into the Woods

A Note From RTG Director

Doug Instenes

Resilience
  It is with great joy that we embark 
on the Racine Theatre Guild’s 85th 
season. The pandemic threw us for 
a loop that disrupted two seasons 
and left us helpless with a dark 
stage for too long.
   But thanks to the strong support 
from you, our season ticket holders, 
theatre lovers, volunteers, board 
of directors, and loyal staff, we are 
back! I am so proud of this orga-
nization and its resilience to keep 
on going through the dark times. 
So many people donated and sup-
ported and volunteered to keep us 
going.
   We are grateful to everyone, but 
especially to Joycelyn Fish, our 
director of marketing and devel-
opment, who spent many hours 
writing grants and coming up with 
money to help us stay afloat, from 
the state and from CARES Act and 
American Rescue Plan programs.    
Thanks to Steen Sanderhoff, the 
president of our board, who kept 
on working to hold the organiza-
tion and its administration togeth-
er. Thanks to every member of the 
board, whose determination kept 
the RTG moving through the long 
tunnel of the pandemic until we are 
seeing the light.
   Please join us for what we hope 
will be our best season ever, start-
ing with the brilliant and unexpect-
ed stories woven throughout Into 
the Woods. Underscored by Stephen 
Sondheim’s music, you will find 
wit, charm, joy, sadness, heartbreak, 
and decisions that push people to 
examine their motives to get what 
they want. You will laugh, and per-
haps you will also think about fairy 
tale characters in a whole new way.
   Here’s to a celebratory Season 85, 
thanks to the resilience of all you!

FRIDAY, July 15            7:30 pm

SATURDAY, July 16           7:30 pm

SUNDAY, July 17                 2:00 pm

FRIDAY, July 22                7:30 pm

SATURDAY, July 23     2:00 & 7:30 pm

SUNDAY, July 24            2:00 & 7:00 pm                  

THURSDAY, July 28            7:00 pm

FRIDAY, July 29                7:30 pm

SATURDAY, July 30         2:00 & 7:30 pm

SUNDAY, July 31              2:00 pm 
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Into the Woods
Opens July 15

Continued on page 4

   Season 85 at the Racine Theatre Guild 
opens with the Stephen Sondheim musi-
cal Into the Woods, a mash-up of a vari-
ety of fairy tales swirled around a magi-
cal and witty plot and songs. It opens 
Friday, July 15 and runs three week-
ends through July 31. The music and 
lyrics were written by Stephen Sond-
heim, with the book by James Lapine.
   While there will be recognizable 
characters from childhood, the musi-
cal twists these familiar stories – often-
times borrowing from their original 
Brothers Grimm roots, sharing many 
hard truths and life lessons that are 
not necessarily suited for children.
Yet, it has stood the test of time with 
its humor and touching lyrics that still 
bring Sondheim’s soul to life less than 
a year after his passing at the age of 91. 
A true theatre giant and in a time where 
the world feels so chaotic, his musical is 
here to remind us that “no one is alone.”
   Into the Woods opened on Broad-
way in 1989, with Bernadette Peters in 
the role of the witch. It was nominated 
for 10 Tony Awards, winning three: 
best book for Lapine, best score for 
Sondheim, and best actress for Joanna 
Gleason as the baker’s wife. The musi-
cal was revived in 2002, a film version 
was made in 2014, and there is a ver-
sion currently running on Broadway.
   A narrator on stage introduces us to 
three households, in which we find Cin-
derella, Jack and his mother, and a baker. 

Into the 
Woods
Music and Lyrics by
Stephen Sondheim

Book by James Lapine

Sponsored by
Gary & Mary Sue Langendorf

CAST
Narrator/Mysterious Man .... Nic Cicerale 

Cinderella ..................... Samantha Feiler 

Jack ............. Kameron Rojas-Schueneman 

Jack’s Mother .................... Ami Bouterse 

Baker ............................... Shawn Holmes 

Baker’s Wife ...................... Megan Seager

Cinderella’s Stepmother ..  Anne Mollerskov

Florinda ............................ Taylor Stefanski 

Lucinda .............................. Tabetha Steege 

Cinderella’s Father ......... Anthony Lazalde 

Little Red Ridinghood  .. Evelyn Alumbreros 

Witch .................................... Danielle Katers

Steward ............................... Kyle Simonsen 

Granny/Giant ............................. Kathy Berg 

Rapunzel ............................. Maeden Hillery 

Cinderella’s Prince/Wolf ..................

Thomas Minkowski 

Rapunzel’s Prince .................... Jack Scharff 
Cinderella’s Mother ................ Jackie Geiss 

Snow White  .......................... Alexa McLain 

Sleeping Beauty .................. Alanna Sawall



The Swan Princess

Annie, Jr.

Mostly Monsterly

The Cat in the Hat

October 7 - 9, 2022

November 18 - 20, 2022

February 3 - 5, 2023

March 17 - 19, 2023

Theatre for the young and young-at-heart!

Season Tickets: $20
Flex Passes: $24

Individual Tickets: $7

ON SALE MON, JULY 18

1 HOUR SHOWS | GENERAL ADMISSION | AGES 4+

Upcoming Auditions

Native Gardens
Mon, July 18 &

Tues, July 19
7 p.m.

Pablo and Tania discover part of their 
neighbors’ yard belongs to them, 
starting a side-splitting turf war.

ROLES
2 Women; 2 Men

Tania (20s – 30s): Latinx/Hispanic
Virginia (50s – 70s): Caucasian

Pablo (20s – 30s): Latinx/Hispanic
Frank (50s – 70s): Caucasian

Auditions consist of a
cold reading of the script

Script available to check-out
from the Box Office

$18 Adults | $16 Seniors (62+) & Students (21 & under)

SHOWTUNE
Thursday, August 25

7 p.m.
Shake-up what you know about Broadway showtunes
with a miscast cabaret experience you’d never expect!
An adult woman singing “Tomorrow” from "Annie?"

A young man belting out “When You’re Good to Mama”
from "Chicago?" Performing roles in which singers
might not traditionally be cast or putting twists on

classics, anything can happen in this mixed-up,
backwards, and flip-flopped musical revue.

ON SALE MON, JULY 18

Signature Spotlight:
Showtune Shake-Up

Weds, July 20
5:30 - 9 p.m.

Anything can happen in this mixed-
up, backwards, and flip-flopped mis-
cast musical revue.

SOLOISTS
A diverse group of 15 to 18

performers, ages 18 and above,
of all experience levels

Prepare two contrasting “miscast” 
selections that you would want to 

sing for the concert.
Must bring sheet music and an ac-

companist will be provided.

Call 262-633-4218 to schedule
an audition time!

Drop Dead!
Mon, August 8 &

Tues, August 9
7 p.m.

From rehearsal to opening night, 
a rag-tag group of actors try to stay 
alive for curtain call while a murderer 
is on the loose.

ROLES
3 Women; 7 Men
Roles for ages
18 and above

More details to come!

Auditions consist of a
cold reading of the script

Script available to check-out
from the Box Office

 All actors and crew members are required to be fully vaccinated to volunteer on productions.



you can show up not knowing a thing 
about theatre, and get trained in so 
many skills. I’m always open to trying 
something new, and it’s not that hard 
to learn the ropes. I love the produc-
tion values of the RTG and the high 
standards set by Doug Instenes. It has 
a great facility, professional staff, and 
high expectations of putting on the 
best plays possible. People volunteer 
because they love to be there, and soon 
it becomes a place where you feel like 
family.”

    Ian served as ASM for Spamalot and 
was also chair of wardrobe, where he 
discovered his enjoyment of dressing 
characters for the stage. Appearing in 
Mary Poppins gave him the experience 
of being in an outreach show and per-
form for children who may be seeing 
live theatre for the first time.
   “I volunteered to be the puppeteer 
for the man-eating plant in Little Shop 
of Horrors,” Ian remembers, “and I’m 
so glad I did that, but would never 
want to do it again. I was inside some-
thing made of foam and fur and it was 
a real workout. I did love that show 
and made so many good friends.”
   In 2016, Ian was a member of the 
playreading committee, and he chaired 
it the following year.
   “It is a different perspective to read 
dozens and dozens of plays and find 
what would be in the best interest of 
the RTG. I look at whether a particular 
play would be financially successful, 
do we have the ability to produce it, 
and do we have the the cast and crew.”
   Ian grew up in Beach Park, Illinois, 
went to the University of Illinois Ur-
bana-Champagne, and majored in 
molecular and cellular biology. He 
has lived in the Kenosha area since 
2011 and works as a project manager 

   While many 
RTG volunteers 
were drawn to 
theatre at an early 
age, Ian Ander-
son admits to lik-
ing to see theatre 
productions, but 

never imagining himself on stage. He 
credits his sister for encouraging him 
to audition.  
   “In 2013 I heard about auditions at 
the RTG for Rocky Horror Show,” Ian 
remembers. “My sister pushed me to 
go and give it a try. I figured, what 
could go wrong – either I wouldn’t 
get cast, or I’d end up in a show. I 
didn’t think it was particularly a 
brave thing to do.”
   Ian ended up getting cast as the 
creature created by Frankenfurter, 
and not only had to act and sing, but 
appear on stage in nothing but a pair 
of gold shorts.

   “It was really an amazing experi-
ence,” he recalls. “The cast was a mix 
of RTG regulars and first-time theatre 
people like me, and I felt very wel-
comed and thought it was fun. Kara 
Ernst-Schalk was the director, and 
she made everyone feel included.”
   The next thing Ian did was a Chil-
dren’s Theatre show and then he 
volunteered to help with props for 
Almost, Maine. He experienced being 
part of a large musical when he was 
in the ensemble for Les Miserables. He 
served as assistant stage manager for 
The 25th Annual Putnam County Spell-
ing Bee, and also found himself help-
ing with costume changes and hand-
ing off props.
   “I found the RTG to be an exciting 
place to learn new things,” Ian ex-
plains. “It is such a great place where 

for clinical trials for AbbVie. He says 
his organizational skills for his job 
translate well to volunteering with the 
RTG, especially as a Production Stage 
Manager, the person who oversees all 
the technical crew areas of a show.
   “I was PSM for Boxcar Children and 
Blithe Spirit, and I’m PSM for Into the 
Woods,” Ian explains. “I like to have a 
task and get it done. I like to organize 
and line up people for all the key posi-
tions, and I’m always learning some-
thing new with each show.”

 
   Among his many other roles and 
crew positions, Ian mentions being 
Potiphar and Issachar in Joseph - “such 
a great cast and crew and all positive 
and upbeat” - and the Tin Man in The 
Wizard of Oz - “amazing and very fun”.
   While the concert “Signature Spot-
light” series is produced and directed 
by Rob Kroes for the RTG, Ian admits 
to helping and coming up with ideas. 
   “I just love how it showcases talented 
singers who can rehearse and do one 
concert, but cannot commit to being in 
a musical on stage over weeks.”
   Costumes have also been added to 
Ian’s long list of credits, having de-
signed for Grease in 2019 and now 
working with Katie Kowbel to create 
the characters of Into the Woods.
   Ian joined the board of directors in 
2019 and was part of the long-range 
planning committee. He takes over as 
vice president this month, using his 
skills in another important role.
   “I feel so honored to be part of the 
RTG,” Ian says. “I have found friends 
and a feeling of family, have learned 
new skills, and feel appreciated in all 
that I do. I think audiences will LOVE 
Into the Woods. It has beautiful themes, 
a complicated story that will make 
you think and great music. And you’ll 
laugh!”

Spotlight on Ian Anderson

A Volunteer On Stage and Off

The Callboard is written by 

volunteer Nancy Moldenhauer,

a freelance writer

Rocky Horror

Mary Poppins

The Wizard of Oz
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The baker and his wife are cursed 
by the witch next door to remain 
childless. To break the spell, they 
must come up with four things: a 
cow as white as milk, a cape as red 
as blood, hair as yellow as corn, 
and a slipper as pure as gold. To 
find these items, the baker and his 
wife must journey into the woods.
   There they find others who are on 
missions among the trees, includ-
ing Little Red Ridinghood, Jack 
and his beloved cow Milky White, 
Rapunzel, and two princes. They 
encounter a Mysterious Man, some 
magic beans, a threatening giant, 
and you can guess where some of 
the plot lines are going. But as this 
is a Sondheim musical, the happy 
endings that seem to resolve at 
intermission are twisted into oth-
er developments before the end.
   Critics have praised the musi-
cal for decades. “The characters 
of Into the Woods may be figures 
from children’s literature, but 
their journey is the same painful, 

existential one taken by so many 
adults in Sondheim’s musicals… 
The concept is brilliant. Mr. Sond-
heim has so much fun with his 
wicked airing of the subtext of the 
old tales.” – The New York Times
   “Into the Woods is rooted in 
heartbreak, betrayal, disappoint-
ment and death. The characters 
… are flawed people whose hap-
pily-ever-after didn’t turn out 
as they expected.” - Daily Herald
   “Into the Woods features some of 
Sondheim’s wittiest lyrics as well 
as achingly beautiful melodies… 
The storybook narration has 
clever wordplay and compelling 
themes.” – The Hollywood Reporter
   You won’t want to miss this 
clever and happy/sad retelling 
of fairy tales with music by one 
of Broadway’s genius songwrit-
ers. Into the Woods runs July 15 
to 31. Call the box office at 262-
633-4218 to order tickets or for 
further information. Or visit the 
RTG website at racinetheatre.org.

CREW
Director ........................ Robert Kroes

Choreographer  ...  Mary Leigh Sturino

Set Design .............. Martin McClendon

Technical Director  ............. Jane Srnick

PSM/Costumes ............... Ian Anderson

Stage Manager  ........... Cassie Garross

ASM .............. Juliana Garcia-Malacara,

Alanna Sawall, Alexa McClain

Sound Design/Mics ....... Davidson Kane

Sound Tech ................... Paul Marquez

Light Design  .................. Jenny Bauer

Light Tech ....................... Sarah Cook

Props Design ................. Kim Sandberg

Props ..... Betty Petersen, Craig Petersen
Hair & Makeup  ............ Shannon Thill

Costume Design .......  Katie Kowbel

Wardrobe  ........................... Jill Neider

 Some adult material may not be 
suited for younger audiences


