
CALLBOARD
racine theatre guild October 2022

Oct & Nov - Production Calendar - Drop Dead!

A Note From RTG Director

Doug Instenes

Comedy Gone Wrong
   When our playreading commit-
tee read Drop Dead!, we knew it 
would be a hoot to present on our 
stage. Anyone who loves live the-
atre knows that each production is 
on the edge of disaster, with some-
thing great or small going horribly 
wrong. 
   Props can break or go missing. 
Actors can forget their lines. A 
spotlight can illuminate the wrong 
part of the stage at the wrong time. 
Crew people can accidentally be 
seen on the stage. Special effects 
can be less than effective. Not that 
it ever happens in at the RTG, but 
actors can have egos and suggest 
to the director that they have a bet-
ter idea than he/she does.
   The playwrights who wrote Drop 
Dead! worked all these misadven-
tures and more into the script, with 
a great deal of physical and ver-
bal comedy. Everyone will laugh 
when a door knob falls off or an 
actor tries to exit through a painted 
archway. Some will get the clever 
wordplay, such as a playwright 
named Alabama Miller.
   We hope you will join in the 
knee-slapping hilarity when an ac-
tor does a bad French accent, or a 
supposedly dead body begins to 
move. The humor starts with the 
names (a butler named Drools and 
an actress named Candy Apples) 
and concludes with a clever cur-
tain call.
   We hope Drop Dead! will make 
you laugh, with the kind of com-
edy that has no deep meaning, oth-
er than appreciate the hard work it 
takes to make theatre. You will be 
entertained by the endless variety 
of things that can go wrong.

FRIDAY, Oct 28                 7:30 pm

SATURDAY, Oct 29           7:30 pm

SUNDAY, Oct 30               2:00 pm

FRIDAY, Nov 4               7:30 pm

SATURDAY, Nov 5       2:00 & 7:30 pm

SUNDAY, Nov 6            2:00 & 7:00 pm                  

THURSDAY, Nov 10            7:00 pm

FRIDAY, Nov 11              7:30 pm

SATURDAY, Nov 12        2:00 & 7:30 pm

SUNDAY, Nov 13           2:00 pm 
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Drop Dead!
Opens October 28

Continued on page 4

It is always entertaining for a the-
atre to make fun of presenting theatre. 
The wonderfully zany and hilarious 
Drop Dead! by Billy Van Zandt and 
Jane Milmore does just that. It is a play-
within-a-play about a group of less-
than-brilliant actors who are trying their 
best to rehearse and perform a British 
murder mystery. It opens at the Racine 
Theatre Guild October 28, and runs 
three weekends through November 13.

Act One presents the final rehearsal 
of a play about a murder set in a British 
estate. The cast includes a young appren-
tice actor, another who is devoted to his 
“method” training, a bimbo ingénue who 
is the girlfriend of the producer, a cousin 
of Martin Scorsese, a former TV star, and 
a nearly deaf ageing stage star. The direc-
tor, Victor Le Pewe, is frantically trying 
to get this rehearsal to go smoothly, in 
spite of props that break or are missing, 
lights that come up at the wrong time, 
missed actor entrances, and a variety of 
disasters on a set that was built for $35.

For further mayhem, the producer 
keeps speaking up about changes he 
wants to make, and the playwright 
shows up, horrified that his precious 
576-page script has turned into this 
simplistic murder mystery. The over-
worked stage manager, Phillip, is ex-
pected to do everything, from creating 
the special effects of snow, to getting 
actors to make their entrances and exits 
and say their lines. Act Two is the per-

Drop Dead!
By Billy Van Zandt and Jane Milmore

Sponsored by
Dawn and Larry Van Ess

CAST 

Chaz Looney .......... Stephen Fletcher

Candy Apples ............... Elle Lawrence

Brent Reynolds ....... Matthew Matysik
Dick Scorsese .. Timothy James Lewis
Mona Monet ................... Kathy Larson
Victor Le Pewe ................. Ed Steckley
P.G. Piggy Banks .......Geoffrey Brewster
Phillip ......................... Dominick Knox
Constance Crawford .... Betty Petersen
Alabama Miller ............. John Bruening

CREW
Director ...................... Shawn Britten
Set Designer ......... Sarah Hunt Frank
Technical Director ........... Jane Srnick
PSM ............................ Virginia Mueller
Stage Manager ........... Cynthy McCrory
ASMs ...................... Nicki Monaghan,

 Stephen St. Amand
Sound Design ........... Norgie Metzinger
Sound Tech ................ Kyle Simonsen
Light Design ..................... Jenny Bauer
Light Tech ....................... Karen Magee
Makeup/Props .....  Jeanne Christensen
Props Run ......................... Phil Lyden, 

Sandy Lyden
Costume Design ...... Sheila Simonsen
Wardrobe ................. Terri Edmonston



Upcoming Auditions
Perfect Wedding

Monday, November 7 | 7 p.m.
Tuesday, November 8 |7 p.m.

Between groom, a bride, her mother, a best man, a maid, 
and a girlfriend, will this hilarious tumble down the aisle 

end in love or loss?

ROLES FOR
4 Women,ages 20s - 50s

2 Men, ages 20s - 30s

Production Dates: January 13 - 29, 2023
Scripts available to checkout from the Box Office

NOVEMBER 18 - 20

SPONSORED BY

Don Reed
SAT, NOV 19  |  7:30 PM

A champion storyteller and natural comic who has performed,
written, and directed for film, television, and theater.

A Ve
ry Merry

Guild
Christmas

THURS, DEC 22  |  7 PM

The holidays come
to life with songs
about soft snow,
crackling fires,
sparkling trees,

yuletide
festivities,

and classic carols!

MAINSTAGE
October 28 - November 13, 2022

December 9 - 18, 2022

January 13 - 29, 2023

February 24 - March 12, 2023

April 14 - 23, 2023

May 19 - June 4, 2023

Drop Dead!

Little Mermaid

Perfect Wedding

The Tin Woman

Stand and Deliver

Sweeny Todd

RACINE CHILDREN’S THEATRE

COMEDY TONIGHT

Signature Spotlight:
A Very Merry Guild Christmas

Wednesday, November 9 | 6:30 - 9:30 p.m.
The holidays come to life with songs about soft snow, 

crackling fires, sparkling trees, yuletide festivities,
and classic carols!

ROLES FOR
10 - 15 Soloists, ages 18 and up

Prepare two holiday/winter themed songs and bring sheet 
music. An accompanist will be provided.

Production Date: Thursday, December 22, 2022 

Call (262) 633-4218 to schedule an audition!
All actors and crew members are required to be fully vaccinated to volunteer on productions.

Annie, Jr.

Mostly Monsterly

Cat in the Hat

November 18 - 20, 2022

February 3 - 5, 2023

March 17 - 19, 2023

Don Reed

Queens of Comedy

Brad Upton

Saturday, November 19, 2022

Saturday, Feburary 4, 2023

Saturday, March 18, 2023

SIGNATURE SPOTLIGHT
Merry Guild Christmas

Broadway in Love

Thursday, December 22, 2022

Thursday, February 9, 2023

JEAN’S JAZZ
Details coming soon!

Theatre - the perfect gift for everyone!
TICKETS

FLEX PASSES

GIFT CERTIFICATES

Enjoy plays, musicals, and more - perfect for kids & adults

Pick & choose shows/times that fit different schedules

Use across series - jazz, children's theatre, comedy & concerts
GET YOURS AT THE

BOX OFFICE TODAY!



and falls, to entrances and exits.”
Shawn says that the cast and crew 
working on Drop Dead! appreciate the 
comedy, and that theatre audiences 
will delight in it too. It will appeal 
to anyone who knows theatre and is 
aware of the many ways a perfor-
mance can go off the rails. The beauty 
is that in this show it is intentional and 
hilarious.

“I love the creative process,” Shawn 
says. “As director I have an idea of the 
big picture and need to ask the actors 
to perform what I have in mind to 
bring the humor to life. I have found 
that if I ask 110% of the cast and crew, 
they step up and give me what I want. 
This play-within-a-play should pres-
ent outrageous humor that keeps the 
audience both laughing and guessing 
who done it.”

Shawn Britten fell in love with the-
atre in high school, and she was invit-
ed to audition at the RTG by volunteer 
Nick Maheras. He was a witness when 

 “When Doug asked me if I want-
ed to direct this show, I gave it a 
read and said yes immediately,” says 
guest director Shawn Britten. “I could 
see the humor right away, and we 
were lucky to have a large number 
of actors audition. We came up with 
a great cast of talented people, some 
who have been at the RTG before, 
and some who are appearing on our 
stage for the first time. We’ve had so 
much fun in rehearsals, searching for 
all the different layers of this comedy. 
We are making each other laugh ev-
ery night, so I hope the audiences will 
enjoy what we present.”

Shawn says that one of the hardest 
things of this particular farce was the 
blocking. “I have worked a long time 
on where the actors should stand 
and move so everyone in the audi-
ence can see them on our thrust stage. 
They need to have perfect sight lines 
to watch the very funny physical bits 
that the actors perform, from slaps 

she was in a car accident, and the two 
shared their love of theatre while wait-
ing for the police to arrive. Her numer-
ous on-stage appearances included 
Little Mary Sunshine (1970), Agnes of 
God (1985), Odd Couple – Female Version 
(1988), The Diary of Anne Frank (1994),  
Miracle Worker (1995), The Crucible 
(1999), and her favorite: How the Oth-
er Half Loves (1979), in which she met 
Donn Britten, whom she married. She 
mentions Marvin’s Room (1995) as an-
other favorite, with her sons Britt and 
Corey appearing in the cast. She en-
joyed sharing the stage with husband 
Donn in Holes (2010) and The Three 
Musketeers (2013).

As a director Shawn points to the 
second production of The Miracle 
Worker (2014), as one of her favorites, 
along with Dearly Departed (2009), Bull 
in a China Shop (2011), and a children’s 
version of Romeo and Juliet. So far, she 
says, she is sure Drop Dead! will make 
her favorites list.

Thoughts from Director Shawn Britten

and when she and Frank were doing 
props, everything was in its place, you 
can be sure.”

Russ said that of Karen’s many 
roles on stage, her favorites were On 
Golden Pond (1981), Driving Miss Daisy 
(1992), The Trip to Bountiful (1999), and 
Do Not Go Gentle (2004). She was a ded-
icated actor, not afraid to take tough 
roles, in comedies or serious dramas. 
Her favorite roles were to be a “crazy 

old lady.” She would be the first one 
off book, to have her lines memorized, 
and she wanted everyone else to be 
word perfect to the script, too. 

I overlapped with Karen many 
times, either working crew on a show 
she was in, or having the privilege to 
be in a cast with her for Summer and 
Smoke (1988), The Man Who Came to 
Dinner (2000), and A Bad Year for To-
matoes (2010). I remember how gruff 
and harsh she was in her role in Come 

The Racine 
Theatre Guild 
lost a dedicated 
volunteer ear-
lier this month 
with the passing 
of Karen Rei-
senauer. She and 
her late husband 
Frank, who died 

in 1996, were stalwarts of the RTG, 
volunteering in many capaci-
ties, seen in roles on stage, 
and helping in countless ways 
back stage. She served on the 
board of directors, was vice 
president from 2004 to 2007, 
and was named an RTG Life 
Member in 2005.

Russ Stetler, who contin-
ued to visit Karen through the last 
years of her life when she had Al-
zheimer’s, said they spent a lot of 
time reminiscing about the RTG’s 
early years. He first overlapped with 
Karen and Frank working on Sum-
mertree (1971).

“Karen was a surgical nurse,” 
Russ recalls, “and followed strict 
procedures in the operating room. 
She brought that same discipline to 
the theatre. Props was her first love, 

Back to the Five and Dime, Jimmy Dean, 
Jimmy Dean (1986), when she played 
a woman who smoked and drank 
and bossed others around. She could 
handle that role just as easily as play-
ing a kind neighbor. I did make-up for 
Driving Miss Daisy, which required 
her being on stage for nearly every 
scene and having quick costume and 
make-up changes as she aged through 
the course of the play. I know how 

focused she was on bringing 
Miss Daisy to life, and I will 
always remember the scene at 
the graveyard, where she must 
have been channeling her own 
grief at the loss of Frank, as she 
played a widow at her hus-
band’s grave.

The RTG has lost a wonder-
ful actress, dedicated volunteer, and 
lover of community theatre in Karen. 
In a feature story about her in 2009, 
she said, “I love theatre. It gives me a 
lift, a zing, a jolt. There is nothing else 
like it. You are creating a make-believe 
world and pretending to be someone 
you are not. But at the same time you 
are generating real emotion, real tears 
and real laughter.” We will remember 
how well Karen did that, for all of us.

In Memoriam: Karen Reisenauer
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www.racinetheatre.org

Continued from page 1

Please let us know if you would prefer 

to read the Callboard online.
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formance of the show, and things 
get more complicated when mur-
ders occur that are not in the script.

Drop Dead! made its New York 
debut in 1985, and opened in Los 
Angeles in 1991. Critics around the 
country have praised the various 
regional productions of Drop Dead!

“A non-stop physical com-

edy that turns the world of 
theater on its head.” – Variety

“Totally ludicrous and heart-
ily entertaining.” - L.A. Reader

Anyone who loves plays will 
appreciate this farce about things 
that can go wrong when present-
ing live theatre. Drop Dead! runs 
October 28 through November 

13. Call the box office at 262-633-
4218 to order tickets or for fur-
ther information. Or visit the 
RTG website at racinetheatre.org. 
This theatrical comedy is so fun-
ny, you may want to see it twice!

The Callboard is written by 

volunteer Nancy Moldenhauer,

a freelance writer


