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Jan - Production Calendar - Nunsense

A Note From RTG Director
Doug Instenes
A Little Black-and-White Humor!
   Thanks to all of you who came to A 
Christmas Story, giving us several sell-
out performances. It was a terrific way 
to welcome back our audiences after 
the shutdown. Now we follow that up 
with a sure-fire hit, Nunsense, a show 
with humor for all. The huge success 
of this show wherever it is performed 
proves that you don’t need to be Cath-
olic to enjoy the comedy.
   In a way, the show Nunsense is also 
about family, as the nuns live and 
work together, support each other, 
and perform together. It echoes our 
RTG family, where volunteers join to 
put on shows. We treasure that feeling 
all the more after having to abandon 
live performances for so long.
   I have fond memories of our 1993 
production since it was one of the 
shows I saw while interviewing for a 
job at RTG. It was sold out and I got a 
ticket because someone turned it back 
in. It really was an excellent produc-
tion with a standing ovation and made 
me even more excited about the pos-
sibility of working here.
   One of the charms of Nunsense is the 
premise that the nuns are putting on a 
fund-raising variety show, so the audi-
ence feels it is part of the experience. 
There is broad physical comedy, as 
well as wordplay, so you might want 
to see the show twice to catch it all.
   Our board of directors continues to 
implement policies to try to keep ev-
eryone as safe and healthy as possible. 
We are aware that the pandemic is not 
behind us, and we are maintaining the 
policy of masks for all audience mem-
bers. Luckily, we found out during A 
Christmas Story that people can still 
laugh loudly when wearing masks.
   Please join us for Nunsense for an eve-
ning of laughter, cheerful songs, and 
upbeat entertainment Can I say this 
show will be habit-forming?

FRIDAY, Jan 7             7:30 pm
SATURDAY, Jan 8           7:30 pm
SUNDAY, Jan 9                 2:00 pm
FRIDAY, Jan 14                   7:30 pm
SATURDAY, Jan 15        2:00 & 7:30 pm
SUNDAY, Jan 16               2:00 & 7:00 pm                  
THURSDAY, Jan 20           7:00 pm
FRIDAY, Jan 21                7:30 pm
SATURDAY, Jan 22        2:00 & 7:30 pm
SUNDAY, Jan 23                  2:00 pm                  
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Nunsense
Opens January 7

Continued on page 4

   Five nuns from the Little Sisters of 
Hoboken are ready to thrill you with 
comedy and songs when Nunsense, 
by Dan Goggin, opens January 7 and 
runs three weekends through Janu-
ary 23 at the Racine Theatre Guild.
   This show, seen in 1993 on the RTG stage, 
was a big hit, just as it was when it ran off 
Broadway from 1985 to 1995. Whether 
you are Catholic or not, you will be en-
tertained by the humor, puns, and music.
   The premise of the show is that the nuns 
had quite a tragedy when the convent’s 
cook, Sister Julia, Child of God, made a 
soup that poisoned 52 of the sisters. The 
remaining sisters need to raise the mon-
ey to bury the final four dead bodies, 
now stored in the freezer. So the Mother 
Superior decided on this variety show, 
given in the auditorium of Mt. Saint 
Helen’s School, as a fund-raising event.
   Sister Mary Regina, Mother Superior, 
seems strict, but she is also quick-wit-
ted, practical, and has an unusual back-
ground in the circus. Sister Mary Hubert 
is the novice mistress, second in com-
mand, and she tries to be dignified, but 
can kick up her heels at a moment’s no-
tice. Sister Robert Anne is the streetwise 
nun, who would love the spotlight. Sister 
Mary Amnesia lost her memory when a 
crucifix fell on her head, so she enjoys 
the moment and has great fun with her 
puppet Sister Mary Annette. And then 
we have novice Sister Mary Leo, who re-
ally wants to be a famous nun ballerina.
    All five nuns have a chance to shine 

Nunsense
A Musical Comedy

Book, Music and Lyrics by
Dan Goggin

Sponsored by
Gary & Mary Sue Langendorf

CAST
Mother Superior ............ Betty Petersen
Sister Mary Hubert ....... Robbyn Wilks
Sister Robert Anne ... Kara Ernst-Schalk
Sister Mary Amnesia ... Ellie Hammond
Sister Mary Leo .........

Juliana Garcia-Malacara 

CREW
Director ............................ Kate Kowbel
Music Director ...................... Greg Berg
Choreographer ....... Stephanie Staszak
Set Design ....................... Steve Barnes
PSM ......................................... Lori Russ
Stage Manager ............... Parker Muñoz
ASM .............. Leo Waite, Karen Magee
Light Design ........... Colin Gawronski
Light Tech .............. Karen Hamilton
Sound Design/Mics .. Norgie Metzinger
Sound Tech  .................. Connor Benson
Costume Design ........ Sheila Simonsen
Wardrobe .............................  Penny Giese
Makeup/Hair  ................ Rebekah Bryan
Props Design ...... Anna Marie Smetana 
Props Run  ...................... Paul Marquez 



SAT. MARCH 5 - 7 PM

Ivy Ford Band

SAT. APRIL 9 - 7 PM

Eric Jacobsen -
Miles Davis’ “Kind of Blue”

With her signature red lipstick and catlike eyeglasses, 
musician Ivy Ford has made a name for herself as 
“Chicago’s Blues Kitten.” A versatile, talented old soul, 
her voice, she performs across genres including blues, 
R&B, and soul. 

With a set focusing on the album that changed the fu-
ture of jazz music, Miles Davis’ “Kind of Blue,” trum-
peter Eric Jacobson will bring his love of jazz music to 
life in this one-of-a-kind concert experience. 

Clue: On Stage
Mon, Jan 10 & Tues, Jan 11

7 p.m.
Thunder crashes and lightning flashes as a cast of mysterious characters gather for a dinner party with murder on 

the menu in a race around the board to solve the puzzle as the body count continues to rise.
Roles: 6 Men and 5 Women, Ages 18+

Performances are weekends March 18 - April 3.
Both actors and crew members will be required to be fully vaccinated to volunteer on productions.

Auditions will consist of a cold reading from the script, which are available to check out from the Box Office.

Volunteers Make it Happen at RTG
   As we begin to get back into the 
routine of daily theatre happenings 
at the Racine Theatre Guild, volun-
teers are more important to our or-
ganization than ever. As a commu-
nity theatre, we thrive because of the 
hard work and dedication volun-
teers give to RTG.
   Many people’s lives have changed 
over the past year and a half and our 
volunteer pool has shifted as well. 
Individuals are facing new health 
challenges, have moved out of state, 
or are juggling more work and home 

commitments. But many other people 
are looking for ways to meet new 
people, get involved, and give back to 
their community.
   There are many different ways to 
lend-a-hand at RTG:

• Signing-up to usher a perfor-
mance, greeting patrons and show-
ing them to their seats
• Helping build sets and paint scen-
ery to create a new world on stage
• Working a show and assisting 
with costume changes and props 
hand-offs

• Crewing in the booth while 
managing the lights or sound for 
a performance

   And many more! RTG does require 
all production members, actors and 
crew, to be fully vaccinated to vol-
unteer on productions.
   To learn more about volunteering 
or to offer your help, please contact 
Jill Dickert, our volunteer/member-
ship coordinator, at jill@racinethe-
atre.org or (262) 633-4218.

JEAN’S JAZZ

Season Tickets on sale now!
Individual tickets available at a later date.

Call 262.633.4218
Visit the Box Office or RacineTheatre.org

WINTER THEATRE CLASSESWINTER THEATRE CLASSES
Act Up!Act Up!

DramalympicsDramalympics

RacineTheatre.org
262.633.4218 

REGISTER NOW!REGISTER NOW!
2519 Northwestern Ave.

Racine, WI 53404

$100 | Ages 11 - 16
Mons, Jan 24 - March 28 | 4:30 – 6 p.m.
Focusing on acting technique, students will learn the
skills of an actor through monologue work. Vocalization,
story telling, rehearsal, memorization, and physicality all
play important roles in character creation and
performance. 

$100 | Ages 10 - 14
Tues, Jan 25 - March 29 | 4:30 – 6 p.m.
Learn to write your own stories through role play and
improv. Activate the body and the imagination with this
class. Movement, miming, and drama games designed
with fun in mind for budding artists!

Broadway Bound, Jr.: Three of A KindBroadway Bound, Jr.: Three of A Kind
$100 | Ages 6 - 9 
Weds, Jan 26 - March 30 | 4:30 – 6 p.m.
Young singers will follow the clues of in this mini-
musical with bears, little pigs, blind mice, billy goats
gruff, musketeers, and men in a tub. But wait, Baby Bear
is missing, and now it's down to two. Sing, dance, and
listen to find Baby Bear together!
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   Betty Peters-
en, a retired 
elementary mu-
sic teacher, has 
long loved mu-
sical theatre. She 
grew up loving 
The Music Man, 
playing the cast 
recording over 

and over. Then, when the Racine 
Theatre Guild produced that show 
in 2005, Betty showed up to audition 
with an Irish brogue, determined to 
get the part of the Widow Paroo. And 
she got the part.
   “I really loved my first experience 
on the RTG stage in that show,” she 
says. “The cast and crew were won-
derful, and I’ve stayed close to so 
many of the people over the years.”

   Born and raised in Racine, Betty 
went to UW-Eau Claire, and then re-
turned to Racine for her first teaching 
job. She met and married her husband 
Craig, and they held season tickets 
for the RTG shows. Betty’s love of 
theatre drew her from the audience 
to the stage, and since The Music Man 
she has been in a number of shows, 
including Laughing Stock (2007), Mary 
Poppins (2015 & 2016) Fiddler on the 
Roof (2016), Sister Act (2018), and 

Blithe Spirit (2018). While she has been 
in plays, Betty’s true love is musicals.
   “When I got the part of the Bird 
Woman in Mary Poppins, I just cried,” 
Betty recalls. “That was such a wonder-
ful show to be part of, and one thing 
that made it extra special was my niece 
Marcee Doherty-Elst also being in the 
cast as Miss Andrew.”
   Betty has turned her hand to a variety 
of back stage positions, including run-
ning props in Steel Magnolias (2008), 
running spotlights for Spamalot (2015), 
and running wardrobe for Design for 
Murder (2015), Indoor/Outdoor (2017), 
and A Christmas Story (2021).
   “For Design for Murder I was Mona 
Lewis’s dresser, and I just love the 
challenge of fast changes. I had every 
part of the costume all organized, and 
all Mona had to do was just stand there 
while I whipped off one outfit and put 
another on her before she made her 
next entrance on stage. I am a detail 
person, so that sort of job suited me.”

   
   In the booth, Betty has run lights 
and sound, and in her crew positions 
sometimes her husband Craig lends a 
hand.
   “He has helped me run props and 
also did spotlight for Spamalot (2015). 
He was on stage with me as my hus-
band in Fiddler on the Roof. It was really 
special to share that experience with 
him, especially singing the song ‘Anat-
evka’ at the end of the show.”
   A highlight for Betty on stage was, 

interestingly enough, another show 
where she was a nun.
   “The entire cast and crew were so 
special and so close for Sister Act,” 
Betty says. “It was the most cohesive 
group I have ever been part of. We 
truly felt we were sisters, and I loved 
every minute of that show, from re-
hearsals to performances. I made con-
nections and friendships that endure 
today.”

     
   Betty is looking forward to devel-
oping Mother Superior for Nunsense. 
“It’s a demanding role, with lots 
of stage time and lots of lines. The 
show is so cute and funny, with both 
clever words and physical comedy. I 
know you don’t have to be Catholic 
to enjoy the humor. It should be a real 
hoot for the audience to see these five 
nuns show their talents in music and 
dance.”
   Betty says there are many reasons 
why she continues to volunteer with 
the Racine Theatre Guild.
   “I love to work with the other people 
in casts and crews who are also theatre 
lovers. It feels like home, like family, 
being part of a group where every-
one cares for each other. It’s fun to get 
something just right in the technical 
side, but I really love being on stage 
and hearing the applause. Just like the 
Mother Superior sings, there is some-
thing about being in the spotlight. I 
love to share my talent, tell a story, 
get out of myself and become another 
character. Theatre lets me channel an-
other side of myself. I certainly felt the 
pain of the pandemic shutdown, and 
now I’m thrilled to be in Nunsense, 
and I hope the audiences will love it as 
much as I do.”

Spotlight on Betty Petersen
Looking Forward to a Superior Experience

The Callboard is written by 
volunteer Nancy Moldenhauer,

a freelance writer

Betty and Craig Petersen

Sister Act

The Music Man



The Racine Theatre Guild
2519 Northwestern Avenue, Racine, WI 53404

Box Office (262) 633-4218
www.racinetheatre.org
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to read the Callboard online.
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in songs such as “Nunsense Is 
Habit-Forming,” “Playing Second 
Fiddle,” “Turn Up the Spotlight,” 
“I Could Have Gone to Nashville,” 
“Just a Coupl’a Sisters,” and “Ho-
lier Than Thou.” With witty ban-
ter, audience participation, and 
truly wacky humor, the sisters 
will keep the audience in stitches. 
It is easy to see how this show has 
been popular for 37 years and has 

spawned a number of sequels.
   When a revival of Nunsense 
opened in 1996, the New York 
Times reviewer wrote: “What is 
most appealing about the mate-
rial is not the jokes as much as the 
clever wordplay and outrageous 
puns that Mr. Goggin has written.”
   Get your tickets soon for the 
Nunsense performances January 7 
to 23, because we expect a sellout, 

just like A Christmas Story, as the 
Racine Theatre Guild’s season of 
live performances continues. Call 
the box office at (262) 633-4218 to 
order tickets or for further infor-
mation. Or visit the RTG website 
at racinetheatre.org. Let the en-
tertaining Little Sisters of Hobo-
ken kick off 2022 with laughter!

RTG COVID 19 PROTOCOLS
MASKS REQUIRED TICKET EXCHANGES NO BACKSTAGE ACCESS

In accordance with the City of
Racine's Mask Mandate and the
Racine Theatre Guild's policies, 

If you are feeling ill in any way,
contact the Box Office prior to the

performance to exchange your tickets for
another show time. If an exchange is
impossible, we will provide a refund.

Patrons will not have access to
the green room or backstage
areas. Cast and crew members
 may make their way
to the lobby to meet
friends and family
following the
performance.

**All policies are subject to change

masks are required for
all patrons, audience
members, and
volunteers not
performing on stage.


