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Feb - Production Calendar - Guys on Ice

A Note From RTG Director
Doug Instenes
Hey Der
   We are thrilled to bring you a 
musical comedy from a Wisconsin 
writer, Fred Alley, who sadly died 
in 2001 at age 38. His comedies 
have been entertaining people in 
Wisconsin, other Midwest states, 
and as far flung as California and 
New York.
   The dialect in Guys on Ice is an 
over-the-top “up nort” accent, and 
may not exactly reflect the way 
we talk here in Southeastern Wis-
consin. But that is part of the com-
edy, to spend time with these two 
blue-collar, hard-working guys, a 
bit broad in their accent and a bit 
broad in their humor. The many 
references to Wisconsin cities will 
hit close to home for our audiences.
   We hope you will enjoy your time 
spent with Marvin and Lloyd, and 
enjoy their jokes, their songs, and 
their views on life. If you have nev-
er been in an ice fishing shanty in 
your life, this is your chance to get a 
peek at what goes on. Like Marvin 
says, “You gotta spend your eight 
hours somewhere.”
   As we continue to negotiate the 
pandemic, our Board of Directors 
takes great care to recommend 
protocols that will keep our cast, 
crew, staff, and audiences safe. As 
we found with Nunsense, everyone 
is willing to adjust to circumstanc-
es, and laughter can definitely be 
heard through masks.
   I can’t think of a better way to 
pass a cold winter’s evening or af-
ternoon, than at the Racine Theatre 
Guild, laughing along with two-
three up Nort der on the Wiscon-
sin ice. We are sure Guys on Ice will 
warm your funny bones!

FRIDAY, Feb 11             7:30 pm
SATURDAY, Feb 12           7:30 pm
SUNDAY, Feb 13                2:00 pm
FRIDAY, Feb 18                   7:30 pm
SATURDAY, Feb 19        2:00 & 7:30 pm
SUNDAY, Feb 20             2:00 & 7:00 pm                  
THURSDAY, Feb 24           7:00 pm
FRIDAY, Feb 25                7:30 pm
SATURDAY, Feb 26        2:00 & 7:30 pm
SUNDAY, Feb 27                 2:00 pm                  
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Guys on Ice
Opens February 11

Continued on page 4

   Come to the Racine Theatre Guild to 
spend a couple of hours with ice fish-
ing pals Marvin and Lloyd, who spend 
a day in their fishing shack on an un-
named Wisconsin lake “up nort.” Home-
grown playwright Fred Alley, co-found-
er of Door County’s American Folklore 
Theatre, wrote the book and lyrics, 
while the music is by James Kaplan. 
Called “an ice fishing musical comedy,” 
Guys on Ice opens February 11 and runs 
three weekends through February 27.
   According to Fred Alley, “We bring 
you our somewhat twisted take on 
the secret world of ice fishermen. 
Guys on Ice spends a day in the life 
of Marvin and Lloyd – fishing bud-
dies and homegrown philosophers.”
   The show opens with Marvin very ex-
cited that the local TV station has cho-
sen to interview and film him in a spe-
cial show about ice fishing. He tells his 
buddy Lloyd to meet him at the fishing 
shack on the ice, where Lloyd thinks 
he should clean the place up, and Mar-
vin says, nah, the “tee-vee guys want 
to see it just how it is.” As the two 
friends wait for the television crew, they 
swap jokes and stories and sing songs. 
   Ernie “de Moocher” stops by, search-
ing for venison jerky and beer, and drops 
the news that he has heard that Lloyd’s 
wife Debby has moved out. That sends 
the guys into talk of romance, and Mar-
vin shares that he is dating Bonnie who 
works at the Pick ‘N Save. Between talk 

Guys
on Ice

Book and lyrics by Fred Alley
Music by James Kaplan

Sponsored by
Twin Disc

CAST
Lloyd .................................. Dan Venne
Marvin ............................ Bob Benson
Ernie ......................... Anthony Lazalde

CREW
Director ............................ Doug Instenes
Music Director ...................... Greg Berg
Choreographer ....... Stephanie Staszak
Set Design ................... Chris Reinhardt
Technical Director .............. Jane Srnick
PSM .................................. Mona Lewis
Stage Manager .................... Rose Bliss
ASM ..................................... Jay Rattle
Light Design ........... Kevin Edmonston
Light Tech .......................... Jeff Hansen
Sound Design .......... Norgie Metzinger
Sound Tech  .................. Karen Hamilton
Costume Design  .. Laura-Nicole Musolf
Wardrobe ....................  Virginia  Mueller
Props Design ............ Chad Heinzelman
Props Run  ......................... Ric Morales
Understudy ...................  Ryan Simonsen 



SAT. MARCH 5 - 7 PM

Ivy Ford Band

SAT. APRIL 9 - 7 PM

Eric Jacobsen -
Miles Davis’ “Kind of Blue”

With her signature red lipstick and catlike eyeglasses, 
musician Ivy Ford has made a name for herself as 
“Chicago’s Blues Kitten.” A versatile, talented old soul, 
her voice, she performs across genres including blues, 
R&B, and soul. 

With a set focusing on the album that changed the fu-
ture of jazz music, Miles Davis’ “Kind of Blue,” trum-
peter Eric Jacobson will bring his love of jazz music to 
life in this one-of-a-kind concert experience. 

Mamma Mia!
Sun, February 13 from 1 - 4 p.m.

After discovering secrets from her mother’s past,
Sophie invites three men who could all be her father

to her wedding.

Roles available for men and women ages 16 and up.
Must have a song prepared and bring sheet music. Accom-

panist provided. Performances are May 20 - June 12. 
Call to schedule an audition time:  262-633-4218.

Welcome to the Box Office: Michelle Miller
  A new face has 
joined the Racine 
Theatre Guild box 
office staff on oc-
casional days and 
weekends, greeting 
the audience and 
helping with ticket-
ing needs.

   Michelle Miller was born in Cook 
County, IL, but has lived in Racine 
for most of her life. A Horlick High 

School graduate, she attended UW-
Parkside and Gateway and worked in 
various roles in hospitality and prop-
erty management while also finding 
time to volunteer at RTG.
  In 2004, Michelle found her way 
backstage working on lights during 
My Way. She soon was ASM, PSM, 
and worked on props, lights, and 
sound for shows like Music Man, Vis-
iting Mr. Green, Scrooge, The Uneasy 
Chair, 37 Postcards, Packer Fans from 

Outer Space, Les Miserables, and Calen-
dar Girls.
  Michelle hit the ground running 
since in the box office when she was 
hired in December. Outside of RTG, 
she keeps busy with golf, gardening, 
ballroom dancing, and arts/crafts, 
plus her cats, Lucie Boo and Gidget, 
“who are my world.”
  “The Racine Theatre Guild is like my 
second home,” Michelle shared. “And 
I’m grateful for the opportunity.”

JEAN’S JAZZ

Tickets Friday, February 4!
Call 262.633.4218

Visit the Box Office or RacineTheatre.org

9:15 A.M. & 12:00 P.M.

PAYMENT WILL NOT BE DUE UNTIL APRIL!

RUN TIME: 2 HOURS
INCLUDES TALKBACK WITH CAST AND CREW

TUES, APRIL 26 WEDS, APRIL 27

I N T R O D U C E  S T U D E N T S  T O  T H E  M A G I C  O F  T H E A T R E !

DAYTIME PERFORMANCES AVAILABLE FOR SCHOOL GROUPS

$7 -  STUDENTS
$7 -  ADULT CHAPERONES

FREE -  SCHOOL STAFF

Akeelah lives and breathes words and has a gift for
spelling. Despite her mom’s objections, she prepares
for the National Spelling Bee with a determined spirit.

CONTACT  RTG AT  (262)  633-4218 OR
TERI@RACINETHEATRE.ORG

RTG currently follows the City of Racine's mask mandate. All patrons must
wear a mask when attending performances. This policy is subject to change.
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S Akeelah and the Bee
Sun, March 6 @ 1 p.m.

& Mon, March 7 @ 7 p.m.
Akeelah has a gift for spelling. Despite the struggles 

in life, she prepares for the National Spelling Bee.

Men, women, and children ages 12+
Diverse cast needed

Show Run: April 22 - 24 with daytime shows April 26 & 27

Actors and crew members are required to be fully vaccinated to volunteer on productions.
Scripts are available to check out from the box office for all RTG shows.

Many of the original members of these productions 2020 cast are returning to fill their roles.
Other specific roles remain open for individuals of all experience levels to audition.



Dan Venne grew 
up in Racine 
loving theatre, 
acting in grade 
school and high 
school plays 
and taking on 
the role of Tony 
in Horlick High 
School’s West 

Side Story. He graduated from Car-
thage College with a BA in education, 
and then spent his career, 1987 to 
2020, teaching in Racine elementary 
schools.
   He spent 15 years as part of the cast 
for “Cardiac Capers,” a fundraiser for 
St. Mary’s Hospital. That included 
lots of singing and dancing, and gave 
Dan a good background for jumping 
into Racine Theatre Guild musicals.
   It was when the RTG was doing 
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat in 1997 that Dan decided to 
audition.

    
   “I just loved that show and the 
music,” he says, “and it was such a 
thrill to be cast as Reuben, the oldest 
son. My big song was ‘Those Canaan 
Days,’ done with a French accent. 
That experience was a real highlight, 
with our whole cast and crew in tears 
at the closing performance, because 
we had gotten so close to each other.”
   Being a teacher is time-consuming, 
and Dan wasn’t able to fit much com-
munity theatre in his life. But in 2011 

he was cast as the karaoke salesman in 
the musical Don’t Hug Me, set in Min-
nesota. Later that year Dan was Law-
rence in Dirty Rotten Scoundrels. 

   
   “Again I had to do an accent, because 
I was a duplicitous con artist posing as 
a prince from a fictitious country with 
a British accent. Then I also pretended 
to be a psychiatrist with a German/Ba-
varian accent.”
   Dan’s next appearance on the RTG 
stage was in 2020, as Charlie the post-
man in On Golden Pond.
   “What a wonderful experience that 
was,” he says. “It was my first non-mu-
sical, and it was such a touching story 
and exceptional cast and crew. Once 
again I did an accent, this time trying 
to sound like someone from Maine. It 
is great that I have more time for the-
atre now that I’m retired, but then, un-
fortunately, came the pandemic shut-
down. I look forward to volunteering 
in more back-stage activities in the 
future.”

   
   Dan and his wife Pat have been ush-
ers at the RTG for more than 10 years. 
They have two sons, one a teacher at 
Horlick, the other an administrator 

with Racine Unified. Dan has also 
been active in the choir and as a can-
tor at St. Lucy’s Church, a volunteer 
opportunity that keeps him in good 
voice.
   “I am so looking forward to Guys 
on Ice,” Dan says. “Bob Benson and I 
are working hard at the accents and 
developing the characters of Marvin 
and Lloyd. I am playing with ways of 
bringing Lloyd to life. He’s down-to-
earth, hopeful and funny. We are try-
ing to make both guys believable, not 
caricatures. Even though I’ve never 
fished in my life, I love the script, and 
it will help me to become Lloyd and 
portray his love of ice fishing. The 15 
songs are really comical, and I hope 
the audience will enjoy them as much 
as Bob and I do.”
   When describing what keeps him 
coming back to volunteer at the RTG, 
Dan uses the word “play.”
   “What we theatre folk do is have fun 
and play with the character and situ-
ations on stage. It is an opportunity 
to be creative with my theatre family, 
where I feel like I have a second home. 
There is nothing like theatre people, 
all spending so much time and using 
their talents freely on stage and off. It’s 
the people who draw me back to the 
RTG. It’s rewarding for me to be part 
of the sense of community and posi-
tivity that live volunteer theatre cre-
ates. Theatre gives me the chance to be 
a kid again, and I LOVE it!”
   The RTG is lucky to have “players” 
like Dan Venne, and we wish him luck 
in his ice fishing.

Spotlight on Dan Venne
A Guy Who Loves to Play

The Callboard is written by 
volunteer Nancy Moldenhauer,

a freelance writer

Don’t Hug Me

Joseph...

On Golden Pond

RTG Receives Local
and State Grants

  The Racine Theatre Guild is honored 
to be awarded grants from the Racine 
Community Foundation and Wiscon-
sin Arts Board.
  Through the fall grant cycle, the Ra-
cine Community Foundation distrib-
uted $438,250 to area organizations. 
RTG is grateful to have received funds 
to support our 84th season operations.
  RTG is also supported by a grant 
through the Wisconsin Arts Board with 
funds from the State of Wisconsin and 
the National Endowment for the Arts.
   Thanks to these programs, RTG will 
continue to be grow and thrive as an in-
tegral of the greater Racine community.



The Racine Theatre Guild
2519 Northwestern Avenue, Racine, WI 53404

Box Office (262) 633-4218
www.racinetheatre.org
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of Packers tickets and what heaven 
must be like, the guys pass the day 
catching more comedy than fish.
   The songs add to the humor, in-
cluding “De Wishing Hole,” “Ode 
to a Snowmobile Suit,” “Fish Is 
De Miracle Food,” and “De One 

Dat Got Away.” The comedy is 
definitely good humored, casual, 
and fitting for beer-drinking, Pack-
ers-loving winter-happy friends.
   We promise you the comedy of 
Guys on Ice will thaw even the 
most grumpy spirits and have you 

laughing, even if you know noth-
ing about fishing. Guys on Ice runs 
February 11 to 27. Call the box of-
fice at (262) 633-4218 to order tick-
ets or for further information. Or 
visit the RTG website at racinethe-
atre.org. We’ll meet you on the ice!

RTG COVID 19 PROTOCOLS
MASKS REQUIRED TICKET EXCHANGES NO BACKSTAGE ACCESS

In accordance with the City of
Racine's Mask Mandate and the
Racine Theatre Guild's policies, 

If you are feeling ill in any way,
contact the Box Office prior to the

performance to exchange your tickets for
another show time. If an exchange is
impossible, we will provide a refund.

Patrons will not have access to
the green room or backstage
areas. Cast and crew members
 may make their way
to the lobby to meet
friends and family
following the
performance.

**All policies are subject to change

masks are required for
all patrons, audience
members, and
volunteers not
performing on stage.


