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Dec - Production Calendar - A Christmas Story

A Note From RTG Director
Doug Instenes
Welcome Back!
   All of us at the RTG are thrilled to be 
back doing what we love, creating the-
atre. A Christmas Story is about family, 
and we are happy to share it with you, 
our “theatre family.”
   After the long and painful shutdown 
due to the pandemic, I couldn’t be 
more ecstatic to get back to directing 
and producing live theatre. From our 
last show ‘til now was the longest time 
in my adult life I’ve been without a 
play or some kind of theatre. It is very 
true that you don’t truly appreciate 
something until it’s taken away.  I am 
so grateful and amazed by the support 
of the community, volunteers, sea-
son ticket holders, and various grant 
sources, to keep the Racine Theatre 
Guild going through this tough time.
   Our board of directors has been over-
seeing our policies to stay as protected 
as possible from COVID as we begin 
to open our building to the public 
again. We are following City of Racine 
protocols and have chosen to err on 
the side of safety with cleaning, rules, 
and regulations to keep you healthy 
and safe. Cast and crew members are 
all vaccinated, and front-of-house vol-
unteers and audience members will 
be masked. We’ll do all that we can to 
keep our theatre family protected and 
healthy. As things change and devel-
op, we will stay current with all safe 
practices, and we’ll keep you posted.
   I am overwhelmed by the generos-
ity of people who donated to keep the 
RTG going. You are the best Christmas 
present we could hope for. And now, 
at long last, we are welcoming audi-
ence members back!
   Come to A Christmas Story for a play 
filled with laughter and love, a great 
way to return to live performances 
at the Racine Theatre Guild. Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year!

FRIDAY, Dec 3             7:30 pm
SATURDAY, Dec 4           7:30 pm
SUNDAY, Dec 5                 2:00 pm
FRIDAY, Dec 10                   7:30 pm
SATURDAY, Dec 11        2:00 & 7:30 pm
SUNDAY, Dec 12               2:00 & 7:00 pm                  
THURSDAY, Dec 16           7:00 pm
FRIDAY, Dec 17                 7:30 pm
SATURDAY, Dec 18         2:00 & 7:30 pm
SUNDAY, Dec 19                  2:00 pm                  
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A Christmas Story
Opens December 3

Continued on page 4

   A beloved movie classic, A Christ-
mas Story, was released in 1983, based 
on the memories of humorist Jean 
Shepherd (1921 – 1999), who also nar-
rated the film. It was adapted into a 
stage play by Philip Grecian, and it 
appeared on the RTG stage in 2003. 
Now it is coming to the Guild again, 
opening on December 3 and running 
three weekends through December 19.
   A wonderful way to welcome live the-
atre back to the RTG stage and to welcome 
the holiday season, A Christmas Story is a 
delight for the whole family. The setting 
is small-town Hohman, Indiana, and the 
year is 1938. Ten-year-old Ralphie Parker 
has a warm, loving and crazy family, and 
his biggest wish is to get a Red Ryder BB 
gun for Christmas. We meet Ralphie’s 
grumpy father, who battles the neigh-
bor’s dogs and the exploding furnace 
and tries desperately to win contests. 
His patient and clever mother copes 
with her eccentric husband and her two 
sons. Ralphie’s younger brother Randy 
hides a lot and avoids eating oatmeal.
   Expect plenty of humor that comes 
from Ralphie’s escapades, including 
hanging out with school buddies Flick 
and Schwartz, daring each other to put a 
tongue on a frozen flag pole, dealing with 
the school bully, waiting in line to see 
Santa, and managing life in his wonder-
ful but weird family. The fantasy scenes 
enhance the comedy, sharing Ralphie’s 
inner most thoughts and dreams.  In the 
play, an adult Ralph narrates and com-
ments on his memories as he relives his 

A Christmas 
Story

Written by Philip Grecian

Sponsored by
Rasmussen Diamonds

CAST
Ralph ........................... Davidson Kane
Ralphie .............................. Paolo Wood
Mother ............. Alicia Nelson Graziani
The Old Man ......................... Len Maki
Randy ................................. Logan Maki
Miss Shields ........................... Lori Russ
Flick ................................... Eli Cushman
Schwartz ............................. Billy Smith 
Esther Jane Alberry .... Summer Adams 
Helen Weathers ......... Mylah Beardsley 
Scut Farkus ............. Ronan Kosterman 

CREW
Director .................... Douglas Instenes
Set Design ............... Steve Barnes
PSM/Sound Design .. Norgie Metzinger 
Stage Manager ..... Scarlette Kinderman 
ASM .............. Rose Bliss, Karen Magee
Props Design ....................... Jill Dickert
Hair & Makeup ........ Virginia Mueller 
Wardrobe ....................... Betty Petersen
Costume Design .......... Sharon Molina 
Props Run ........... Phil & Sandy  Lyden
Light Tech .................... Donna Nielsen
Sound Tech .................. Paul Marquez
Understudies ............... Tina Paukstelis, 

Doug Despin, Aurelia Despin, 
AJ Garcia-Malacara 



SAT. MARCH 5 - 7 PM

Ivy Ford Band

SAT. APRIL 9 - 7 PM

Eric Jacobsen -
Miles Davis’ “Kind of Blue”

With her signature red lipstick and catlike eyeglasses, 
musician Ivy Ford has made a name for herself as 
“Chicago’s Blues Kitten.” A versatile, talented old soul, 
her voice, she performs across genres including blues, 
R&B, and soul. 

With a set focusing on the album that changed the fu-
ture of jazz music, Miles Davis’ “Kind of Blue,” trum-
peter Eric Jacobson will bring his love of jazz music to 
life in this one-of-a-kind concert experience. 

AUDITIONS
Guys on Ice!

Mon, Dec 6 & Tues, Dec 7
7 & 8:30 p.m.

In the middle of a Wisconsin winter, on a frozen lake, there 
stands a little wooden shanty, bursting at the seams with 
more comedy and music than fish in a sneak peek at the 

secret world of the ice fisherman.
Roles: 3 Men, 30s - 60s

Must have a song prepared,bring sheet music, and an ac-
companist provided. Shows are weekends Feb 11 - 27.

Call to schedule an audition time:  262-633-4218

Clue: On Stage
Mon, Jan 10 & Tues, Jan 11

7 p.m.
Thunder crashes and lightning flashes as a cast of mysteri-
ous characters gather for a dinner party with murder on 

the menu in a race around the board to solve the puzzle as 
the body count continues to rise.
Roles: Men and women ages 18+

Performances are weekends March 18 - April 3.
Both actors and crew members will be required to be fully 

vaccinated to volunteer on productions. Scripts are available 
to check out from the box office for all RTG shows.

Meet Jane Srnick, the New RTG Technical Director

   Jane Srnick’s home town is Crown 
Point, Indiana, not too far from 
Hohman, where A Christmas Story is 
set. So she thinks it is a perfect show 

to be her first with the RTG.
   “I knew I loved theatre from an ear-
ly age,” Jane says. “My aunt is the one 
who took me to plays at nearby cities, 
and that was it for me. I went to Indi-
ana University and earned a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts in Technical Theatre. I got 
my Master’s Degree in Communica-
tion from Purdue University and the-
atre has been my life ever since.”
   Jane got a job as an artist in residence 
at Emerson Visual Performing Arts 
High School in Gary, Indiana, and 
spent 33 years there, teaching speech, 
theatre, and technical arts, including 
building sets, doing lights and sound. 
The program closed in 2017, leaving 
her at loose ends.
   “I heard that Carthage College was 
looking for a master carpenter,” Jane 
explains, “and I took that job in 2019. 
Then the pandemic hit, and I was job-
less again. I heard about the opening 

at the Racine Theatre Guild for TD 
through Kim Instenes (who teaches 
at Carthage), and I was so thrilled to 
get this job.”
   With experience in high school 
and college theatre, Jane is looking 
forward to working with adults and 
learning the pluses that come from 
community theatre. “This job is right 
in my comfort level, and I know the 
volunteers are here because they love 
it, not because they are paid. I am so 
looking forward to meeting all the 
RTG regular volunteers and welcom-
ing new ones. I started the job Octo-
ber 18, and so far I love it. Theatre 
doesn’t feel like work to me!”

---
 If you are interested in helping 
construct sets and scenery for pro-
ductions, please email jane@racine-
theatre.org or call (262) 633-4218!

JEAN’S JAZZ

Season Ticket renewals
arriving in the mail soon!

Individual tickets available at a later date.
Call 262.633.4218

Visit the Box Office or RacineTheatre.org



   Len Maki knows 
that theatre is a 
passion, some-
thing he can 
pursue after his 
day job (which is 
working in hu-
man resources at 
Ascension). Af-
ter getting into 
theatre in 4-H in 
grade school, in 
the northern Wis-
consin rural city 
of Iron River, he did plays and dra-
mas in high school. At UW-Madison 
he did a double major in Theatre and 
Communications and found acting as 
a creative outlet that he loved.
   “I took an acting class and found 
myself,” Len says. “It gives me the 
ability to become a new character and 
work out a role. I tried Los Angeles 
for a little while, but realized that 
isn’t a place where I could be happy. 
I came home to family in Racine and 
discovered my outlet in community 
theatre.”
   Len auditioned for Camping with 
Henry and Tom in 1998, knowing that 
he wasn’t the right age for any of the 
roles. Director Norm McPhee encour-
aged him to audition for the next 
show, and Len found himself cast as 
Tom, the lead role in The Glass Menag-
erie.
   “That role was challenging and rich, 
and the show had such a great cast,” 
Len recalls. “I found the whole expe-
rience so much fun, that I knew the 
RTG would be an outlet for my acting 
bug. I’ve been in about 30 RTG shows 
over the past 20 years.”
   Len points out a few of the roles and 
shows that were his favorites, includ-
ing Tuna Christmas (1998), where two 
actors played 22 roles. “There were 
costume changes every few minutes, 
and that was so challenging, to play 

men, women, changing characters and 
mannerisms in a heartbeat.” In It’s a 
Wonderful Life, playing George was a 
dream come true. “I am a big movie 
buff and that was a highlight, to take 
on the iconic Jimmy Stewart role.”
   In Night at the Nutcracker (2013) Len 
played a Harpo Marx character, and 
that show was a musical. “I can’t sing 
at all, but Harpo is silent, so that may 
be the only musical I’ll ever be in. I also 
acted with a live rat, and had a special 
pocket in my costume for him to hide.”
   Another favorite that took him back 
to memories of northwoods Wiscon-
sin, very near the UP, was Escanaba 
in Da Moonlight. Then there was Duck 
Hunter Shoots Angel. “That was such a 
special show, with comedy and heart-
break and a plot that was part real, 
part fantasy.”
   And very dear to his heart is The 
Complete Works of William Shakespeare 
(Abridged), another tour de force, 
where three actors took on multiple 
roles, acting out Hamlet.
   “I want to include Over the River and 
Through the Woods as a favorite,” Len 
says. “That show in 2002 was such a 
wonderful story, something you don’t 
see very often, about a young man 
who goes to stay with his grandpar-
ents, who help him find himself. The 
relationship between the young man 
and his grandparents was so touching, 
ending with a monologue about look-
ing at their positive influence on him.”
   Len met his wife Suzanne at Sixth 
Street Theatre, and she has been in sev-

eral Racine Children’s Theatre shows 
and in Calendar Girls. Now their son 
Logan is following them on stage.
   In A Christmas Story, Len is playing 
the father, and his son Logan is play-

ing younger son 
Randy. “This is Lo-
gan’s first on-stage 
experience,” Len 
says, “though he 
has seen Suzie and 
me in plays. The 
family experience 
is amazing, and I’m 
so proud of Logan 
and his work on 
his first role. He 
doesn’t have a lot 
of lines, but he is 
on stage quite a 

bit and needs to know his cues for all 
his actions. I think he’ll get quite a few 
laughs.”
   Len knows the film, but is working 
on his own interpretation of the role of 
the father. Called The Old Man in the 
script, he is grouchy, curmudgeonly, 
and eccentric. Len notes it is a mem-
ory play, so we see the dad through 
young Ralphie’s eyes. “He is the driv-
ing force in the family,” Len explains. 
“He is making the best of what they 
have, even with the second-hand car 
and malfunctioning furnace. He’s re-
ally looking forward to Christmas, 
with the tree and the turkey dinner.”
   Being in the cast of the first show 
after the pandemic shutdown is won-
derful, says Len. “I am humbled to be 
part of this show and to know how 
special community theatre is to so 
many people in this city. I do theatre 
because it is part of me. It may sound 
funny, but when I’m on stage inhab-
iting another character I feel my most 
honest and authentic. There is always 
more to learn about theatre and acting. 
I find something new in every show. 
I’m amazed at what the RTG does, 
pulling together actors and crew with 
diverse amounts of experience, and 
everyone joins to put on the best qual-
ity product. It means so much to Doug 
as the director, and he ignites a fire in 
the whole cast. I am so lucky to be in 
this show and be part of the RTG.”

Spotlight on Len Maki
Theatre Is His Love

The Callboard is written by 
volunteer Nancy Moldenhauer,

a freelance writer

The Glass Menagerie Duck Hunter Shoots Angel
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best childhood moments. He also 
plays multiple characters to help 
tell the story. Even though every-
one warns Ralphie that if he gets a 
BB gun for Christmas, he’ll shoot his 
eye out, he still can’t live without it. 
   For anyone who loves the 
movie, and for those who have 
never seen it, A Christmas Story 

will give a nostalgic and hilari-
ous look at childhood, family, 
Christmas, and boyish yearning. 
Expect all your favorite scenes 
from the film, with the added 
plus that comes from live theatre.
   A Christmas Story is the perfect 
way to return after our pandemic 
shutdown. Grab your friends and 

family and buy your tickets soon, 
for this show running December 
3 to 19. Call the box office at 262-
633-4218 to order tickets or for 
further information. Or visit the 
RTG website at www.RacineThe-
atre.org. Tickets to the show make 
a wonderful Christmas gift, too!
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MAY 20 - JUN 12, 2022

DEC 3 - 19, 2021 JAN 7 - 23, 2022 FEB 11 - 27, 2022
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