A BRIEF HISTORY OF

Photos from L to R: Packy and Kids in early 1990s; Pinocchio - 1972/1973
Suessical, Jr. - 2014/2015; Little Red Riding Hood - 1938/1939

Since 1933, the Racine Children’s Theatre (RCT) has
been introducing generations of kids to the magic of
live theatre, affectionately known as “Packy Plays.”
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Marion Yahr Ballet - Gertie the Duck - 1946/1947

BUILT BY
WOMEN
In 1928, the Racine Woman’s Club and
Junior League joined forces in an effort
to entertain and inspire creativity in
children throughout the area. Assisted
by the American Association of
University Women (AAUW), Child
Conservation League, and Library
Board, they began sponsoring movies,
marionette shows, and other
entertainment. The initiative soon
morphed into live theatre and the
Children’s Theatre was established in
October 1933 with its first play, "Snow
White and the Seven Dwarfs.”

Jack and the Beanstalk - 1946/1947
Nestor the Talking Horse - 1938/1939
Castle Capers - 1942/1943

“The plays which are to be given will
open the doors of enchantment to
hundreds of children, and enrich their
memories with beauty and splendor,”
stated a Racine Journal Times news
article. “They will be transported to a
land of make-believe and fantasy
which is every child’s delight.”
As the oldest children’s theatre in the
state of Wisconsin, series tickets began
at 50 cents each, with single
admissions costing 15 cents. Officially
incorporated in 1940, the Children’s
Theatre performances were given
primarily by the Junior League,
Woman’s Club, AAUW, Racine Theatre
Guild and eventually area schools also
lent their talents. Students from
Horlick High School, Park High School,
and St. Catherine’s all performed
during the early years.

Tim, The Chimney Sweep - 1939/1940
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“The Elephant Child says it’s
very clear – the less you speak,
the more you hear.”
“The Elephant Child says, in a
public place, take your time,
don’t push or race.”

Packy and Pugsy - 1948/1949

AN ICON
IS BORN
In fall 1947, a now familiar face
associated with the Children’s Theatre
appeared for the first time. A roly-poly,
floppy eared elephant, called “The
Elephant Child,” made his premiere.
His mission was to help teach the
children to be good and attentive
audience members. Little jingles would
play before the performance to discuss
manners. Some of these included:

“The Elephant Child says time
won’t wait, so watch your
clock and don’t be late.”
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The Children’s Theatre requested
name ideas from local children and
chose Packy, short for pachyderm,
submitted by Judy Cripe. He was
briefly replaced in 1948 by Pugsy the
Penguin, but Packy returned in 1951. He
has helped introduce audiences to the
shows ever since and even had a
girlfriend, Pinky, make an appearance
in the mid 1950s. While his look
changing from time-to-time, Packy’s
spirit has stayed very much the same.

Packy - 1960s
Packy - 1980s
Packy - 2020s

OUTREACH
CONTINUES
Performances continued to bring
together children from throughout the
area with children’s classics, familiar
fairy tales, folklore, and ghost stories.
The Children’s Theatre Council also
began bringing in professional
entertainers and other performing
groups for ballets, instrumental
concerts, and operettas. From the early
1960s to mid 1970s, productions were
divided into different age groups as
well – junior shows for kindergarten to
third grade and senior shows for fourth
grade and up.

The Racine Children’s Theatre (RCT)
changed its name officially in 1957 and
also began focusing on education for
youth based theatre programs. In 1958,
they served as the host for the IllinoisWisconsin Regional Children's Theatre
Conference, in 1964 they co-sponsored
a symposium at Wingspread with the
Johnson Foundation, and in 1967 they
sponsored the opening session of the
Illinois, Wisconsin Children’s Theatre
secondary school conference. In 1965,
the Children’s Theatre Scholarship was
established and awarded annually for
the study of children’s theatre and
creative drama.

The Camel with the Wrinkled Knee - 1963/1964; Old King Cole - 1969/1970; The Wizard of Oz - 1965/1966
The Velveteen Rabbit - 1982/1983; The Hobbit - 1968/1969
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Trudi and the Minstrel - 1995/1996; The Rabbit Who Wanted Red Wings - 1969/1970; Good Grief, A Griffin - 1973/1974
Evangeline Jackson's Traveling Medicine Show - 1983/1984; Livin ' De Life - 1972/1973

PROGRAMS
GROW
The group aimed to expand their
reach, bringing performances and
theatre directly to area schools and
students. In 1966, the Racine Children’s
Theatre Trouping Players performed
for 14 schools and over 4,100 students.
The RCT also established a Readers
Theatre program in 1972 that visited
classrooms. For a brief period from the
mid 1970s to 1980s, RCT produced a
special performance for all the sixth
graders throughout Unified School
District during the season. For the
Racine Children’s Theatre 50th
anniversary, they presented a special
marionette performance of “The
Hobbit” at Park High School.
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Audiences continued to grow each
year, from 300 in 1933-1934 to 4,000 in
1952-1953, and 9,000 in 1979-1980.
Shows had been performed at
different schools in the area, but all
productions moved to the Racine
Theatre Guild in 1981. All aspects of the
Racine Children’s Theatre was driven
by volunteers. Promotions, season
tickets, production coordination, house
management, show selection, and
more were run by women from all
backgrounds. As their lives got busier
and there more moving parts of the
organization to manage, the group
made the decision to merge with the
Racine Theatre Guild in 1999.

ENTERTAINING
GENERATIONS
In 2007, the Racine Children’s Theatre
threw a big birthday party for Packy to
celebrate their 75th anniversary.
Theatre classes are now offered year
round under the RCT umbrella and
sometimes include a class-to-stage
production as a bonus to the regular
season. Four plays and musicals have
continued to take the stage at the
Racine Theatre Guild each season,
entertaining generation after
generation of kids and the young-atheart alike.

Fee, Fi, Fo, Fum - 2005/2006
Autographs at James and the Giant Peach - 2016/2017
Packy and Friends - 2017

Rainbow Fish: The Musical - 2019/2020

Disney's Peter Pan, Jr. - 2018/2019
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