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May & June - Production Calendar - Mamma Mia!

A Note From RTG Director
Doug Instenes
Here we go again...
   Just like Akeelah and the Bee, our RTG 
production of Mamma Mia! was cast 
and ready to go into rehearsal into 
2020, before we had to close due to 
the pandemic. Now, two years later, 
we are ready to stage the musical, 
with many of the same cast members 
returning, as well as many members 
of the crew. We are hugely grateful 
to these volunteers, who stayed with 
the show and returned after the shut-
down. 
   If you don’t know much about the 
singing group ABBA, you are in for 
a treat, to hear their popular songs as 
the basic setup for this musical. The 
Swedish singing group has its own 
museum, which I was privileged to 
see on a trip to Sweden this past De-
cember. The worldwide fan appeal is 
an unprecedented sensation for the 
quartet.
 There is no question about the pop-
ularity of Mamma Mia!, running for 
thousands of performances in major 
cities worldwide. We think you will be 
charmed by the story about love and 
reconciliation, as you enjoy the many 
ABBA songs worked into the perfor-
mance.
   ABBA is known for songs that range 
from fun and reflective in the 1970s, to 
more serious songs later in the group’s 
time. Always the two male and two 
female voices blended with close har-
mony and a pure sound.
 The RTG is still dealing with CO-
VID-19, which has not disappeared.    
While some local theatres have recent-
ly canceled shows, we are still work-
ing to get this show on stage. We thank 
you for your patience and cooperation 
as we move ahead, trying to keep au-
diences, performers, crew and front-
of-house volunteers safe and healthy. 
   Come to Mamma Mia! and walk out 
humming the songs!

FRIDAY, May 20            7:30 pm
SATURDAY, May 21           7:30 pm
SUNDAY, May 22                 2:00 pm
FRIDAY, May 27                  7:30 pm
SATURDAY, May 28        2:00 & 7:30 pm
SUNDAY, May 29             2:00 & 7:00 pm                  
THURSDAY, June 2           7:00 pm
FRIDAY, June 3                7:30 pm
SATURDAY, June 4         2:00 & 7:30 pm
SUNDAY, June 5              2:00 & 7:00 pm                  
THURSDAY, June 9           7:00 pm
FRIDAY, June 10                7:30 pm
SATURDAY, June 11         2:00 & 7:30 pm
SUNDAY, June 12                 2:00 pm
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Mamma Mia!
Opens May 20

Continued on page 4

   The music of the sensational Swed-
ish singing group ABBA is the spark 
that lights the fire of the musical Mam-
ma Mia!, opening May 20 at the Racine 
Theatre Guild, and running four week-
ends through June 12. Originally con-
ceived by Judy Cramer, the musical 
features ABBA songs with a book by 
Catherine Johnson. A smash hit all over 
the world, the show is still running in 
London’s West End, having opened in 
1999. It ran on Broadway from 2001 to 
2015 and was made into a movie in 2008.
   Called a “jukebox musical,” Mamma 
Mia! contains a collection of ABBA 
songs blended into a story about a 
young woman searching for her fa-
ther. The songs were written by Ben-
ny Andersson and Björn Ulvaeus, 
with some songs by Stig Anderson. 
  The Swedish pop group ABBA, 
made up of Andersson, Ulvaeus, Ag-
netha Faltskog, and Ann-Frid Lyngs-
tad, catapulted to fame in 1974 with 
a win at the Eurovision Song Contest 
with the song “Waterloo.” The group 
had multiple hit songs in many coun-
tries until they split in 1982. The four 
reunited in 2016 and put out a new al-
bum in 2021. The name of the group 
is from the initials of the four singers. 
   Set on a fictional Greek island where 
Donna Sheridan runs a hotel, Mamma 
Mia! follows Donna’s daughter Sophie, 

Mamma 
Mia!

Music and Lyrics by Benny Andersson 
and Björn Ulveaeus

Some songs by Stig Anderson
Book by Catherine Johnson

Sponsored by
Rasmussen Diamonds

CAST
Sophie ......................... Elisebeth Sparks
Ali .............................. Rylie Armantrout
Lisa .................................. Meghan Flynn
Donna .................... Bryanna VanCaster
Tanya ................... Samantha Sustachek 
Rosie ........... Vanessa Schroeder-Weber 
Sky ................................... Andrew Dorst
Pepper ................................ Jacob Fenkl
Eddie ........................ Patrick Schneider 
Harry ............................... Bob Benson
Bill .................................... Ed Steckley
Sam .................................... Brian Schalk
Ensemble .................. Maddie Anderlik,

Juliana Garcia-Malacara,
Lorenc Gasparov, Kimberly Gibson, 

Geneva Hebron, Joseph Kramer,
Talia Last, Paul Marquez,

Matthew Matysik, Mark Minch,
Willow Newell, Kathryn Perry,

Matt Przybylski, Dedrick Woods 



   Signature 
Spotlight 
returns with a 
special concert, 
“Children Will 
Listen,” on 
Tuesday, May 
24 at 7 p.m.
   The con-
cert will take 

audiences on a Broadway journey 
with songs that open our eyes to 
the theatre world as a child through 
masterworks that still excite and 
educate us as adults. These tunes 
speak to not only who we are but 
who we could be. The musical the-
atre catalogue features songs from 

“Oklahoma!,” “White Christmas,” 
“Brigadoon,” “Guys and Dolls,” 
“Wicked,” and more. They remind 
us why theatre continues to move 
us, and makes us realize that patrons 
and educators of the arts are an 
equally important part of the musical 
theatre puzzle.
   “Children Will Listen” will duly 
serve as a graduate recital in partial 
fulfillment of the Master of Music 
in Musical Theatre Vocal Pedagogy 
from Carthage College for Robert 
Kroes. Performers also include Ian 
Anderson, Ashley Mulder, and 
Megan Seager with Linda Madonia 
accompanying on piano.
   Robert Kroes has been involved on 

and off stage at the Racine Theatre 
Guild since 2012. He holds a Bach-
elors of Music from the UW-Stevens 
Point with degrees in vocal perfor-
mance, choral and general music 
education and is the choral and 
theatrical activities and department 
head for fine arts at Union Grove 
High School. Robert created the 
Signature Spotlight Concert Series 
in 2017 and has brought together 
performers throughout the area for 
the concerts.
   Tickets are $18 for adults and $16 
for seniors (62+) and students (21 
& under). Call (262) 633-4218, visit 
www.racinetheatre.org, or stop by 
the box office for tickets.

Summer Classes Filling Fast!
  A full line-up of summer theatre 
classes are on the horizon at the Ra-
cine Children’s Theatre. Registration 
is now open for students ages 4 to 18 
to enroll in courses. 
   Young artists have the opportunity 
to stretch their acting, dancing, and 
singing muscles by building skills, 
learning something new, and creat-
ing friendships along the way. Many 
classes are already full and families 
registering for more than one course 
will receive a $10 discount for each 
class. Visit www.racinetheatre.org 
or call (262) 633-4218 to register.

Act Up! - $125
Ages 14 – 18
June 27 – July 1; 1 p.m. – 4 p.m.

   With storytelling, we can build so-
cial skills and be the creators of our 
own adventures. Movement, mim-
ing, and drama games designed 
with fun for budding artists!

Playwright Express - $185
Ages 10 – 14
July 11 – 16; 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.

   In this workshop, students have a 
week to write, produce, and perform 
an original play. Join us for a week of 
creativity, team-building and fun.

Tales of Myths & Wonders - $125
Ages 8 – 11
July 25 – 29; 1 p.m. – 4 p.m.

   Delve into the story structure, im-
portant themes, and iconic characters 
that have made these tales memo-
rable throughout oral and written 
history. Magical and mystical, with a 
splash of intrigue, be a part of taking 
them from page to stage!
 
Never Fear, It’s Shakespeare! - $125

Ages 13 – 18
August 1 – 5; 1 p.m. – 4 p.m.

   It’s all about Will Power! Study 
the poetry and characters of Shake-

speare’s works – from a young ac-
tor’s eye view.

Racine Children’s Theatre
Class-to-Stage Production

Disney’s The Jungle Book - $225
Ages 10 – 17
Mon – Fri, July 25 – Aug 12
9 a.m. – 12 p.m.

Performances: Friday, August 12
   The jungle is jumpin’ with a jazzy 
beat in this with a host of colorful 
characters and your favorite songs 
like “The Bare Necessities” and “I 
Wan’na Be Like You.” Adapted from 
Disney’s beloved animated film and 
the works of Rudyard Kipling, the 
“man cub” Mowgli, bounds through 
the jungle and learns what it means 
to be human. The final performance 
will be offered as a bonus show for 
the 90th season of the Racine Chil-
dren’s Theatre.

Signature Spotlight: Children Will Listen
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   This year, we have had to say good-
bye to volunteers who made an im-
pact at the theatre both on and off 
stage. We send our love and sympa-
thy to their friends, family, and the-
atre family.

Anne Dudycha
   Anne Dudycha was a joyful pres-
ence in the Box Office for many years 
and a faithful usher during Racine 
Children’s Theatre performances. For 
over 20 years, she was a dedicated 
front of house volunteer, helping wel-
come people into the theatre. In 2009, 
she was honored with a Carthage 
Distinguished Alumni Service Award 
in part because of her commitment to 
RTG. Anne passed away on January 
1, 2022.
   “One thing that makes me smile 
when remembering Anne is her clip-

on earrings,” Doug Instenes, manag-
ing/artistic director shared. “Any time 
she would answer the phone, she’d 
slip off an earring to take the call.”

Arlene Thompson
   Arlene Thompson and her husband, 
Don, moved to Racine in 1958 and 
soon became involved at RTG. While 
Don performed in over 30 productions 
and served as a fundraiser for the new 
theatre building, Arlene was an in-
strumental part of ushering and house 
management, helping welcome many 
new volunteers to RTG.
   Her children fondly remember 
spending time running around the 
High Street Theatre and watching their 
mother take charge. Arlene continued 
to share her love of theatre with until 
she passed on January 14, 2022.

Art Dexter
   Art, who died February 1, 2022, was 
first on stage at the Racine Theatre 
Guild’s in the 1976 production of The 
Taming of the Shrew while his late wife, 
Jill, worked backstage. Other produc-
tions throughout the years included 
Billy Bud, On Golden Pond (1982), The 
Impossible Years, Royal Hunt for the Sun, 
Seasons Greetings, Noises Off (1988 & 
2004), Pack of Lies, Diary of Anne Frank, 
To Kill a Mockingbird, Peter Pan, The 
Wizard of Oz (1995-1998), The Cru-
cible (1999), You Can’t Take it With You 
(2008), Treasure Island, Arsenic and Old 
Lace, The Boxcar Children, and The Lion, 
the Witch and the Wardrobe.
   In his 40 years of involvement, Art 
also served as production stage man-
ager, stage manager, and assistant 
stage manager, worked on props, 
wardrobe, and as a house manager, 
and was  on the board of directors.

In Memoriam: 2022

85th Season Individual Tickets on Sale Soon!
   The Racine Theatre Guild’s 85th sea-
son is expected to be “back to normal” 
with a full year of plays and musicals 
in store with heart-pounding, toe-tap-
ping, and laugh-out-loud theatre.
   Season tickets and flex passes are 
available now! Individual tickets will 
go on sale for Into the Woods on Fri, 
May 20 and the rest of the season on 
Fri, July 1.

Into the Woods
July 15 - 31, 2022
A baker and his 
wife journey into 
the woods to lift a 
curse and encounter 
fairytale characters, 

granting all their wishes. But what 
happens when dreams come true?

Native Gardens
Sept 16 - Oct 2, 2022
Pablo and Tania 
discover that part 
of their neighbors’ 
yard belongs to 
them, starting a turf 

war with side-splitting, back-and-
forth mudslinging.

Drop Dead!
Oct 28 - Nov 13, 2022
From rehearsal to 
opening night, a rag-
tag group of actors 
try to stay alive for 
curtain call while a 

murderer is on the loose.

Disney’s
The Little Mermaid
Dec 9 - 18, 2022
Dive under the sea 
with Ariel, a young 
mermaid, who fights 
for a life on land 

with the man she loves in this beloved 
Disney classic.

Perfect Wedding
Jan 13 - 29, 2023
Between the groom, 
his bride, her moth-
er, a best man, a 
maid, and a girl-

friend, will this hilarious tumble 
down the aisle end in love or loss?

The Tin Woman
Feb 24 - Mar 12, 2023
After receiving a 
heart transplant, Joy 
is plagued with un-
certainty about her 
second chance at life 

until she meets her donor’s family.

Stand and Deliver
April 14 - 23, 2023
When Jamie Es-
calante is assigned to 
an inner-city school, 
his offbeat teaching 
methods and quirky 

humor motivate his math students to 
reach their full potential.

Sweeney Todd:
The Demon Barber 
of Fleet Street
May 19 - Jun 4, 2023
Attend the tale of a 
barber wrongly con-
victed and out for ven-

geance against the corrupt judge who sent 
him to prison and tore his family apart.
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www.racinetheatre.org
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about to be married to her fiancé 
Sky. Sophie does not know who 
her father is, but she found a diary 
of her mother’s telling of the flings 
that she had with three men the 
year Sophie was born. So Sophie 
invites all three men to her wed-
ding, unbeknownst to her moth-
er, hoping she will find the right 
man to walk her down the aisle.
  Is Sophie’s father Sam, the Ameri-
can architect? Or is it Harry, the 
British banker? Or could it be Bill, 
the adventurer? While Sophie hides 
the men from her mother, Donna 
reunites with her friends Tanya 
and Rosie, who sang in a group 
called Donna and the Dynamos.
   Everything comes to a head 
in Act Two, with some surpris-
es and ultimately, a wedding.
Songs featured throughout Mamma 

Mia! include the title song, as well 
as “Super Trouper,” “Lay All Your 
Love on Me,” “Dancing Queen,” 
“Take a Chance on Me,” “Money, 
Money, Money,” and many more.
   Whether you are an ABBA 
fan or not, you will find out 
why the hummable, toe-tap-
ping songs have delighted au-
diences for almost 50 years.
   Call the box office at 262-633-
4218 to order tickets or for further 
information. Or visit the RTG web-
site at racinetheatre.org. The RTG 
production of Mamma Mia! will 
show you why this musical has 
been running so long in so many 
cities in so many countries. Grab 
your friends and come for an up-
beat ending to the RTG’s season.

CREW
Director .................... Douglas Instenes
Music Director ...................... Greg Berg
Choreographer  ...  Mary Leigh Sturino
Set Design ........................ Steve Barnes
Technical Director  ............. Jane Srnick
PSM/Sound  ............. Norgie Metzinger
Stage Manager  ........... Eric Guttenberg
Sound Tech  ......................... John Whyte, 

Connor Benson
Mics .............................. Kyle Simonsen
Light Design  .................. Mike Kurhajec
Light Tech ..................... Carter Benson
Spotlight Ops .............. Liandro Patlan,

Connor Benson
Props Design/Run ................. Lori Russ
Hair & Makeup  ............ Ginny Mueller,

Jeanne Christensen
Costume Design .......  Sheila Simonsen
Wardrobe  ................... Terri Edmonston

The Callboard is written by 
volunteer Nancy Moldenhauer,

a freelance writer


