
CALLBOARD
racine theatre guild July 2019

July & August - Production Calendar - Grease

A Note From RTG Director

Doug Instenes

Kudos to the Amazing 
“Little Guys”
   In last year’s musical, 9 to 5, they 
talked about the “little guys” - the 
people that really do all the work. 
I continue to be amazed by the 
wonderful accomplishments of 
the Racine Theatre Guild’s volun-
teers, who go above and beyond 
expectations and receive nothing 
of financial value in return.
   From building sets to sewing 
costumes, from calling cues in the 
booth to hanging lights up in the 
catwalk, from pushing furniture 
to serving on the board, the RTG 
volunteers are the best. It seems 
any time we have a need, people 
step forth to help. Whether ush-
ering or helping in the box office 
or finding props or designing 
sound and music cues, there are 
really no “Little Guys.” Everyone 
is important and every volunteer 
brings a special talent.
   I look back at the people who 
helped us achieve a successful 
season 81 at RTG and I can’t thank 
them all enough. Our volunteers 
make  RTG a place of quality com-
munity theatre that enriches the 
lives of audience members, from 
grade schoolers to adults.
   And when we put on a summer 
musical like Grease, you will see 
the work of many volunteers, in 
creating the world of teenagers 
in the 1950s. Everything you see 
on and off stage is a result of hun-
dreds of volunteer hours from 
special people. Please join us for 
Grease, a fun summer musical 
with rock-and-roll songs, humor, 
nostalgia, and a love story. And 
then join us for the rest of season 
82, packed with comedy, drama 
and musicals.

FRIDAY, July 19                7:00 pm

SATURDAY,  July 20             2:00 & 7:00 pm

SUNDAY, July 21                   2:00 pm

FRIDAY, July 26                     7:00 pm

SATURDAY, July 27         2:00  & 7:00 pm

SUNDAY, July 28                    2:00 pm                  

FRIDAY, August 2                    7:00 pm

SATURDAY, August 3            7:00 pm

SUNDAY, August 4                   2:00 pm                  
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Grease
Opens July 19 and extended through August 4!

Continued on page 4

     Get ready for poodle skirts and black 
leather jackets and a trip to the 1950s 
when Season 82 opens with the musical 
Grease at the Racine Theatre Guild, run-
ning two weekends July 19 to August 
4. The musical opened on Broadway in 
1972, with book, music and lyrics by Jim 
Jacobs and Warren Casey. The play had 
a nine-year run, and was made into a 
film version in 1978, starring John Tra-
volta and Olivia Newton-John. The stage 
version was nominated for seven Tony 
Awards and saw Broadway revivals in 
1994 and 2007.
   Grease begins with welcoming students 
to Rydell High School on the first day of 
school. Sandy Dumbrowski is a sweet 
and innocent new girl, transferred from 
a private school, and she thinks fondly of 
her summer boyfriend, Danny Zuko, in 
the song “Summer Nights.” Little does 
she know Danny attends Rydell, and he 
brags differently of the summer romance 
to the guys. The two have a rocky time of 
getting back together. The gum-chewing 
Pink Ladies and the slick-haired Burger 
Palace Boys navigate peer pressure, core 
values, love, rock and roll, hair styles, 
and cars.
     Going from the cafeteria to a pajama 
party, from a school dance to the Burger 
Palace, from the schoolyard to a drive-
in movie, the settings embody the world 
of high school with all of its angst. The 
girls experiment with wine, cigarettes, 
and ear piercing while the guys talk 
tough about cars, girls, and a rival gang. 
The innocent Sandy tries to find her way 

Grease
Book, Music, and Lyrics by

Jim Jacobs and Warren Casey

Sponsored by

Rasmussen Diamonds

CAST
Sandy ............... Sophia Karegeannes
Danny ................................. Jack Black
Rizzo ........................... Rosey Robinson

Jan ...................................  Carlyn Rabe

Marty  ............................ Meghan Flynn
Frenchy ........................ Jenna Zeihen 

Patty ............................. Rayven Craft
Kenickie .............. Hunter D’Acquisto

Roger ......................... Jared Simonsen
Sonny ......................... Matt Przybylski
Doody ......................... Andrew Dorst

Eugene ................ Evan Klinkhammer
Miss Lynch ................ Barbi McGuire
Teen Angel ..................... Jacob Fenkl
Cha-Cha ............................. Anisa Diaz
Johnny Casino ............ Connor Benson
Vince Fontaine .............. Doug Despin
Ensemble ............... Dawn Burroughs,
Chazmire Carothers, Ella Cimbalnik,

Juliana Garcia-Malacara,
Lorenc Gasparov, Geneva Hebron, 

Rowan Mlot, Johanna Nimmer,
Jack Scharff, Marcus Sorenson,

Katherine Zielsdorf



Signature Spotlight Returns 
for Another Season

With a growing fan base, the Signature Spotlight Concert 
Series is back. Packed with great music and incredible tal-
ent, you wont’ want to miss any of these performances!

SATURDAY, AUGUST 24 - 2 & 7 P.M.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12 - 2 & 7 P.M.

SATURDAY, APRIL 18 - 2 & 7 P.M.

The Ladies of the Grand Ole Opry

Highlighting legendary careers and new rising stars like Loretta 
Lynn, Tammy Wynette, and Dolly Parton, this concert, packed 
with female star power, is sure to bring a little bit of Nashville 
right to the Racine Theatre Guild stage.

‘S Wonderful The Legend of Gershwin

The name is synonymous with the sounds and the style of the 
Jazz age. The sweet strains of their most beloved melodies will 
come to our stage in this celebration of all things Gershwin!

The Golden Age of Broadway

It’s time to let the songs of the “golden age of Broadway” ring 
out! Our finale captures a snapshot of Broadway’s glory days, 
highlighting shows such as My Fair Lady, Kiss Me Kate, Annie 
Get Your Gun, On the Town, and many, many more.

AUDITIONS

The Mousetrap
Monday, August 26 & 

Tuesday, August 27
7 p.m.

A heavy snow has fallen upon Monkswell Manor, 
trapping a group of strangers inside, one of whom is a 
murderer. A policeman arrives, but before he can solve 

“whodunnit,” one of the guests is killed.

Roles for:
3 WOMEN 

5 MEN

Scripts are available to check out from the box office 
for all RTG shows.

All Season 82 Audition Dates 
can be found at RacineTheatre.org

TICKETS
$18 - Adults $16 Seniors & Students

The Rainbow Fish Musical OCTOBER 4 - 6

Dive under the sea and experience the animal kingdom! With a 
bubbly score, the universal message at the heart of this musical 
becomes much more than just a simple children’s story.

Disney’s Sleeping Beauty

It’s Princess Aurora’s sixteenth birthday, and three fairies — 
Flora, Fauna and Merryweather — must use their magic to save 
her from the spell of the evil sorceress, Maleficent!

NOVEMBER  8 - 10

The Snow Queen

Join Gerda on a quest to save her friend Kai before he is trapped 
forever in the Snow Queen’s palace. Dare to enter a world where 
flowers sing, animals talk, and riddles must be solved.

JAN 31 - FEB 2

Charlotte’s Web

The beloved story of a young pig, Wilbur, and his struggles 
with being a runt. He is  befriended by an extraordinary spider, 
Charlotte, who thinks up a very clever way to help him. 

MARCH 13 - 15

Introduce kids to the magic of live theatre with 

these fun-filled Packy Plays!

Flex PassesSeason Tickets Regular Tickets

$20$18 $6

Schoolhouse Rock Live, Jr.

The Saturday morning cartoon and pop culture phenom-
enon is now the basis for one of the most fun musicals ever 
in our class-to-stage production!

AUGUST 16 & 17

BONUS SHOW

SEASON TICKETS & FLEX PASSES ON SALE



 The RTG marked the celebration 
of season 81 with a banquet on June 
14, thanking the many volunteers 
who helped make it a success. Host-
ed by RTG board vice president Bob 
Benson, the evening included tributes 
to volunteers achieving milestones.
 Bob Benson welcomed the group 
by singing a song parodying his 
role as Mr. Hart in 9 to 5. Then pins 
were given to those volunteers who 
achieved volunteer service of one, 
five, 10, 15, and 20 years. Special rec-
ognition was given to longer-term 
volunteers.

35 years - Sue Blaha
 Sue’s husband Russ gave a trib-
ute to her, noting that she helped with 
makeup for Royal Hunt of the Sun in 
1984 and then volunteered in various 
positions over the years for so many 
shows that he couldn’t list them all. 
Russ mentioned the shows where 
Sue did makeup, ran sound, ran 
lights, served as a stage manager and 
production stage manager and as-
sistant stage manager, served on the 
playreading committee, and more. 
Russ noted that he met Sue (then Ro-
rek) at the RTG, fell in love with her 
and married her. Sue represents the 
kind of dedicated and cheerful volun-
teer who gives a willing hand wher-
ever needed, year after year.

35 Years – Betty Nelson Baker
 Doug thanked Betty for her many 
years of helping the RTG, starting in 
1984. Over the years she made meals, 
worked on props, helped with make-
up, and served as an ASM, among 
other things.

40 Years – Art and Jill Dexter
 Cynthy McCrory presented the 
40-year award to Art and Jill, not-
ing that they started volunteering 
with the RTG in 1976 with Taming of 
the Shrew. Jill’s many talents extend 
to wardrobe, stage managing, and 
helping anywhere back stage and in 
the booth. Art, in addition to appear-
ing on stage in many roles, has also 
pitched in for back stage help. Art, 

in accepting the award, noted that he 
caught the acting bug when he was in 
the third grade, and he found an outlet 
for his passion at the RTG. He remem-
bered fondly that in his role in Taming 
of the Shrew, he was the first actor to 
walk on stage when the new theatre 
was built. Art concluded by saying, 
“It’s all of you who make the RTG. You 
are the most fantastic volunteers in the 
country!”

The Set Helpers
 Technical Director Chris Rein-
hardt thanked the passionate volun-
teers who help him in every aspect 
of his job, but particularly mentioned 
those who help construct and paint 
sets. He spoke of Mike Kroes, Mario 
Kerstenetzky, Jill Neider, Lisa Rob-
inson, and Kathy Robinson, who 
are dedicated to helping in the shop, 
showing up so often and so regularly, 
they are considered “staff.”

Special Recognition
 Kara Ernst-Schalk was given an 
award and a big thank you for being 
such a versatile volunteer and helping 
the RTG with her talents as a director, 
choreographer, producer of Children’s 
Theatre shows, teacher of children’s 
acting classes and also appearing on 
stage in a variety of roles. Her willing-
ness to pitch in to help in so many ar-
eas makes her valuable to the RTG.
 Nancy Moldenhauer (yes, I’m the 
one writing this) was recognized for 
writing the RTG newsletter, the Call-
board, since 1985, having written some-
where around 250 issues for more 
than 30 years. Joycelyn thanked me 
for being a “wordsmith” and in noting 
how much time it takes to read and re-
search each show and do interviews. 
I was presented with a pen with my 
name engraved on it and a journal. I 
am delighted to use my writing talents 
to help the RTG.

Maccanelli Award – Cynthy McCrory
   Jill Dickert, winner of the 2018 Mac-
canelli Award, presented the 2019 
Award to Cynthy McCrory, the vol-
unteer who has helped throughout the 

current season in a variety of ways. A 
long-time volunteer, for the 81st sea-
son Cynthy served as a production 
stage manager, ushered, house man-
aged, helped with clean-up days, and 
helped to chair, design and sew cos-
tumes in many of the season’s shows. 
Cynthy was surprised and grateful, 
noting that the award meant a lot to 
her because she knew John Maccanel-
li, for whom the award is named and 
who passed away in 1993.
   “John was a friend,” she said. “I 
worked shows with him throughout 
the 1980s, when he pitched in just 
about everywhere. I considered him a 
role model and will always remember 
him scooting up the ladder to the cat-
walk to hang lights, as well as helping 
in so many other ways. I appreciate 
this award so much in John’s memo-
ry.”

   An In Memoriam presentation fea-
tured a video to honor those volun-
teers who passed away in the past 
year: Susan Nigohosian, Bill Robin-
son, and Rich Nondahl.

State of the Union – Doug Instenes
 Many of Doug’s words are repeat-
ed in his “From the Director” column, 
but he began by saying, “The RTG is 
such a special place. It relies on the 
volunteers who do all the work, and 
I get to take all the credit.” He noted 
that so many talented volunteers sur-
round him, doing it all for nothing. He 
also thanked the paid staff, those who 
help every day and those hired to be 
guest directors, music directors, cho-
reographers, and set designers.
  Norgie Metzinger, who was the 
sound and video expert for the night, 
showed a final video, featuring shots 
of each of the eight shows of the 2018-
2019 season. Each photo of cast and 
crew drew applause, as the attendees 
remembered each of the productions.

Spotlight on Special Volunteers

Giving an Ovation to our 81st Season
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among the tougher girls like Rizzo, 
Frenchy, Marty, and Jan. The guys 
(Kenickie, Doody, Roger, Sonny, 
and Danny) are ultra-cool and com-
peting to be the best lady-killer.
Some songs from the movie are 
included along with the classics 
from the musical play, includ-
ing “Grease,” “Freddy, My Love,” 
“Greased Lightin’,” Look at Me, I’m 
Sandra Dee,” “Shakin’ at the High 
School Hop,” “Beauty School Drop-
out,” “Sandy,” and “We Go Togeth-
er.”
     Critics praised the original Broad-
way musical as well as the movie 
version, which has become iconic 
and beloved, even 40 years after its 
release. “Grease is a contemporary 
fantasy about a 1950s teenage musi-
cal – larger, funnier, wittier... with a 
life all its own.” – New York Times
     “Not since Bye Bye Birdie has the 
inane world of the early rockers 

been presented with so much wit 
and charm.” – Daily News
     “Grease is a lively and funny mu-
sical – as well as the dancingest one 
in town – that brings back the look 
and sound of the teenage world of 
the later 1950s with glee. It’s a win-
ner.” –New York Daily News
     Be sure to call soon for tickets 
for Grease, running July 19 to Au-
gust 4. You’ll love the visit to the 
1950s, whether you saw and loved 
the movie or not. Grease has adult 
language and situations and may 
be considered PG-13. 
     Call the Box Office at 262-633-
4218 to order tickets or for further 
information. Or visit the RTG web-
site at racinetheatre.org.

Grease
CREW

Director ................ Douglas Instenes
Music Director ................ Rob Kroes
Choreographer .... Kara Ernst-Schalk
Set Designer ................... Steve Barnes
PSM .................................... Bob Benson
Stage Mgr ........ Anna Marie Smetana
ASM ........................ Ashley Grainger
Costume Design ......... Ian Anderson
Wardrobe Chair .... Shelia Simsonsen
Light Tech .................. Dedrick Woods
Sound Design ....... Norgie Metzinger
Sound Tech .................. Paul Marquez
Props Design ........... Lisa Robinson
Hair & Make-up .......... Kori Hassler

The Callboard is written by 

volunteer Nancy Moldenhauer,

a freelance writer


