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Feb/Mar - Production Calendar - A Fox on the Fairway

A Note From RTG Director

Doug Instenes

The Appeal of a Farce
   Theatre can do many things for 
people – reflect the human con-
dition, introduce characters you 
would never meet in real life, 
make you laugh or make you cry. 
It can even do all of those things 
in one play. However, from the 
Greeks and Romans, through 
every era, the genre of farce has 
flourished.
   One of the appeals of farce is that 
its only goal is to make people 
laugh. Ken Ludwig, a contempo-
rary playwright who specializes 
in farce, says that this style does 
not echo emotional comedies or 
intellectual comedies. He goes for 
“plotting, wordplay, rhythm and 
exuberance.” It’s all in the tech-
nique, and no matter if the subject 
matter is ‘frivolous.” We have had 
great success in previous Ludwig 
farces seen on the RTG stage.
   When you see A Fox on the Fair-
way, you will see timing of en-
trances and exits, a loudspeaker 
system that malfunctions, color-
ful characters, all manner of ugly 
sweaters, and a crazy curtain call. 
Just as Ludwig says in his fore-
word to the play, there is hope 
for us all, if can come together in 
a darkened theatre and embrace 
a sense of joy. Farce is no more 
complicated than that.
   Enjoy some belly laughs at A 
Fox on the Fairway, and then come 
back to the RTG for our many 
other activities, from Children’s 
Theatre to Jean’s Jazz to Com-
edy Tonight, to the Spotlight Se-
ries, classes, and more. While the 
audience is sure to enjoy a great 
performance, some adult humor 
may not be suitable for younger 
patrons.  We want to help lift your 
spirits with a comedic farce!

FRIDAY, Feb 21             7:30 pm

SATURDAY, Feb 22           7:30 pm

SUNDAY, Feb 23                 2:00 pm

FRIDAY, Feb 28                   7:30 pm

SATURDAY, Feb 29        2:00 & 7:30 pm

SUNDAY, Mar 1               2:00 & 7:00 pm                  

THURSDAY, Mar 5           7:00 pm

FRIDAY, Mar 6                 7:30 pm

SATURDAY, Mar 7         2:00 & 7:30 pm

SUNDAY, Mar 8                  2:00 pm                  
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A Fox on the Fairway
Opens February 21

Continued on page 4

   Is anyone in the mood for laughter? 
That is exactly what A Fox on the Fairway 
will deliver, as the next show on the Ra-
cine Theatre Guild stage, opening Feb-
ruary 21 and running three weekends 
through March 8. Playwright Ken Lud-
wig, author of Lend Me a Tenor, A Comedy 
of Tenors, Moon Over Buffalo, Be My Baby 
and Leading Ladies, specializes in farces, 
whose purpose is to generate laughs.
   Set in the Quail Valley Country Club, at 
the heart of this comedy is a golf tourna-
ment with rival Crouching Squirrel Golf 
Club. Mr. Bingham is director of Quail 
Valley, and is desperate to find a cham-
pion golfer to help his club win. Crouch-
ing Squirrel’s director Dickie Bell has 
just stolen away Bingham’s best player. 
Dickie’s ex-wife, now a member of Quail 
Valley, wants Bingham to succeed, and 
suggests young Justin Hicks, newly hired 
at Quail Valley. Justin is in love with the 
waitress Louise, who is always ready 
with a mis-quote from Homer, since 
she is studying The Iliad in night school. 
With Bingham’s tough-as-nails wife Mu-
riel, who runs an antique shop, we have 
all the elements of the farce to begin.
   The two competing directors place a 
substantial bet on the golf tournament’s 
outcome, putting a lot at stake as the 
game begins. Every good farce has many 
doors with people popping in and out, 
and love affairs, of which this comedy 
has three. Misadventures abound, with 
a precious antique vase, wildly changing 
fortunes in the golf game, a rain delay, 

A Fox
on the

Fairway
Written by

Ken Ludwig

Sponsored by
Mike Klug, RE/MAX Newport Elite 

REALTOR®

CAST
Bingham  ..........................  John Strack
Dickie ............................... Frank Russ
Justin ......................... Murphy Mason
Louise  .....................  Isabella Smetana
Pamela ........................ Shannon Thill
Muriel .................................. Lori Russ

CREW
Director ................... Douglas Instenes
Scenic Designer ..... Sarah Hunt Frank
PSM .............................. Katie Kowbel
Stage Mngr/Sound .. Norgie Metzinger
ASM ............................ Karen Magee
Costume Design ........ Meghan Flynn 
Wardrobe ........ Anna Marie Smetana
Lights ............................... Brian Schalk
Light Tech ................ Donna Nielsen 
Sound Tech ........................ Rose Bliss
Makeup/Hair ....... Jeanne Christensen



MAR 13 - 15

The beloved story of a young 
pig, Wilbur, and his struggles 
to stay alive despite being 
a runt. He is befriended by 
an extraordinary spider, 
Charlotte, who thinks up a 
very clever way to help him 
survive!

TICKETS

$6

SATURDAY, MARCH 15 - 8PM

ComedySportz

Get into the sport of comedy with fun, 
interactive improv games and skits as 
ComedySportz returns to the Racine 
Theatre Guild stage!

COMEDY TONIGHT

Adults: $18 | Seniors: $16 | Students: $13

The Golden Age of Broadway
SIGNATURE SPOTLIGHT

You know the shows. You know the music. It’s time to 
let the songs of the “golden age of Broadway” ring out! 
Our season finale captures a snapshot of the glory days 
of the Broadway stage highlighting shows such as My 
Fair Lady, Kiss Me Kate, Annie Get Your Gun, On the 
Town, and many, many more.

Saturday, April 18
2 & 7 p.m.

Adults: $18 | Seniors & Students: $16

JEAN’S JAZZ
SAT. MARCH 21 - 7 PM

Donna Woodall Trio /
Ivy Ford Band

SAT. APRIL 11 - 7 PM

Eric Jacobsen Quintet -
Miles Davis’ “Kind of Blue”

Adults: $18 | Seniors $16 | Students $5

Two powerhouse women take the stage with an evening 
full of blues, R&B, and soul with fresh twists on the     
   tradition of jazz music.

Find out why jazz is life for Eric Jacobson as his trum-
pet brings Miles Davis’ “Kind of Blue” to life in an one-
of-a-kind concert experience.

AUDITIONS

Mamma Mia!
 After discovering secrets from her mother’s past,

Sophie invites three men who could all be her father
to her wedding.

Numerous roles available for men and women ages 16 
and above. Must have a song prepared and bring sheet 

music.  Accompanist provided.
Performances are weekends May 8 - 24. 

Call to schedule an audition time slot: 
 262-633-4218.

Scripts are available to check out from the box office 
for all RTG shows.

Friendly RTG Reminders
   Whether it’s your first or fiftieth visit 
to the Racine Theatre Guild, here are 
a few reminders to make your time 
with us the best it can be:

• Box Office hours are Monday – 
Friday, 12 – 6 p.m. and 90 minutes 
prior to each performance
• Concessions now accepts cash 
and credit card payments
• Assisted Listening Devices are 
available to borrow at the Conces-
sion area for performances

• No food or open beverages are al-
lowed in the theatre except for bot-
tled water and drinks in official RTG 
sippy cups that can be purchased 
from Concessions
• A coat check is available in the 
Concession area free of charge
• Patrons are invited to meet the cast 
and crew downstairs in the green 
room following performances

   The Racine Theatre Guild is a non-
profit, community theatre. While tick-
et sales help cover 65% of our costs, we 
rely on your financial support to fulfill 
our mission. You can help by:

• Making a yearly donation
• Providing in-kind contributions 
of food, space, costumes, and props
• Asking if your company will do a 
corporate match
• Adding RTG to your estate and 
financial plan



   It is not often that we have a 
husband-and-wife team on stage 
together, though it has happened 
over the years. It is a special re-
lationship when a couple both 
love theatre. In A Fox on the Fair-
way, Frank plays Dickie, and Lori 
plays Muriel. According to Frank 
and Lori Russ, it is wonderful to 
share the same hobby and spend 
volunteer time together at the Ra-
cine Theatre Guild.
   “We met in an evening statistics class 
at UW-Parkside,” Frank explains, 
“and we married in 1993.” Raising 
four children and both pursuing ca-
reers kept them busy. But in 2008 Lori 
volunteered to help paint the set for 
Beauty and the Beast. Her parents, Bill 
and Kathy Robinson, were active vol-
unteers, both building and painting 
sets.
   “That was a fun thing to do,” Lori 
remembers, “but then I got busy do-
ing other things. In 2010 I took my 
two girls, Miranda and McKinley, 
to audition for Miracle on 34th Street. 
They auditioned the first night, and 
I thought I could do that, so I audi-
tioned the second night. We all were 
cast in that show, and that was the 
start of my time volunteering regu-
larly.”
   Frank, who had no experience in 
any kind of stage involvement in high 
school or college, was brave enough 
to give theatre a try, and he was cast 
in Dirty Rotten Scoundrels in 2011. Lori 
did props for that show, so it was the 
start of what has become a decade-
long team effort.
   “We love volunteering here together 
on the same shows,” Frank explains. 
“In a few cases we were on stage to-
gether, like when we played Mr. and 
Mrs. Bucket in Willy Wonka in 2011 
and 2012. Our son Mitchell played 
Augustus, and I also did the flying. 
We were also on stage together in The 

Sound of Music in 2014. It’s a great way 
for us to see each other more, since we 
get so busy going opposite directions 
for our jobs.”
   Both recall Calendar Girls in 2015, 
when Lori stage managed and Frank 
ran lights. “That show was fun, but 
tense,” Lori says. “All the cues had to 
be just perfect so the lights wouldn’t 
come up on the stage while the wom-
en were in a state of undress and not 
properly positioned on stage. Good 
thing Frank and I work pretty smooth-
ly together.”
   Another memorable show was Al-
most, Maine, in 2014, when one was in 
the booth and the other worked props. 
“We had a great rapport with cast and 
crew in that show,” Frank recalls, “and 
those on headset were always talk-
ing to each other. There is something 
about theatre that makes people be-
come fast friends.”
    Both Frank and Lori, while seen on 
stage in many roles, have done much 
volunteering in back-stage and front-
of-house positions. Lori currently 
serves on the board of directors, is the 
season chair for props, volunteers in 
the box office, and both she and Frank 
house manage. Frank often works 
props with Lori, or one is in the cast, 
and the other on crew. Because they 
help in a variety of positions, both were 
presented with the Maccanelli Award, 
Lori in 2012, and Frank in 2016.
   When asked for their memories of 
a favorite show, Frank points to Les 
Miserables, in 2014, when he was part 
of the ensemble. “That show was just 
so dramatic and intense and special. I 
got so close to my fellow actors and the 
crew. As to my favorite character, I’d 

say it was playing Max in The Sound of 
Music. I also loved being PSM for Mary 
Poppins in 2015, and being the fly cap-
tain for that. I also was on the props 
crew and helped move sets. Another 

favorite show was Don’t Hug Me 
in 2011, doing props with Lori.”
   Lori’s favorite role was in Exit 
Laughing in 2016, about a group 
of women friends honoring the 
memory of a friend who died. 
“That cast was so special, and 
we made each other laugh so 
much. There were times when we 
couldn’t even say our lines, the 
audience was laughing so loudly. 
It was great to think that we made 

everyone in the audience get so many 
good laughs. I also loved being in the 
ensemble for The Producers, another 
show with big laughs and a great cast 
and crew. Our daughter Ashley was in 
the cast, too. We had so many fast cos-
tume changes! My favorite crew ex-
perience was Dirty Rotten Scoundrels, 
finding so many unusual props for 
that. I also enjoyed doing props and 
stage managing Blithe Spirit in 2018.”
   Why do they continue to volunteer 
with the RTG?
   “Theatre people are the best,” says 
Lori. “I love the idea of escaping real-
ity, to pretend to be someone else on 
stage. And I love creating and find-
ing and coordinating props, to get the 
right look on stage for a show. This 
place is like family, and I’ve made life-
long friends.”
   Frank echoes the same feelings. “It’s 
fun to find how I can develop a new 
character on stage. I’ve been in shows 
where I can’t get the lines out of my 
head and still quote them, like A Night 
at the Nutcracker in 2013, where I was 
Pepponi, the Italian guy in the knock-
off of the Marx Brothers. Lori and I 
both enjoy the people we have met 
at the RTG. Why wouldn’t you want 
to keep volunteering with people like 
this? I’m very passionate about theatre 
and entertaining people.”
   Both Frank and Lori agree that the 
memories they have created together 
at the RTG have been special. They are 
moments neither will ever forget.
   The RTG is lucky to have such dedi-
cated volunteers, who work well to-
gether on stage and off.

Spotlight on Frank & Lori Russ

Doing Theatre Together

The Callboard is written by 

volunteer Nancy Moldenhauer,

a freelance writer
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a lost engagement ring, and rev-
elations of people’s backgrounds.
   This furiously paced comedy re-
calls the Marx Brothers’ film clas-
sics and other farces that flour-
ished in the 1920s and 30s. Ken 
Ludwig states, “I’ve written this 
play… as a reminder of the val-
ues that the farce tradition em-
bodies, things like innocence, 
humor, good sportsmanship and 
honor…My hope is a sense of joy.”
   A Fox on the Fairway played in 
both Virginia and New Jersey, and 
has moved on to other theatres 
country-wide. Critics are claiming:
   “It’s a grand slam! A slam 
dunk! A Dunkin’ Donut hole! 
A hole in one! [A Fox on the 
Fairway] hums like a well-oiled 

machine but retains its human 
soul.” - The Washington City Paper
   “Three words best describe A Fox on 
the Fairway […] Hilarious, hilarious, 
and hilarious. The audience was 
howling with joy.” - The Examiner
  “Ken Ludwig has a wicked sense 
of comedic anarchy, giving his 
characters such zany idiosyncra-
sies that they soar to dizzying 
heights!” - The Washington Examiner
   This farce will lift your spirits, even 
if you know nothing about golf. A 
Fox on the Fairway runs February 
21 to March 8.  Call the box office 
at 262-633-4218 to order tickets or 
for further information. Or visit the 
RTG website at racinetheatre.org.

Season
Announcement

Party
Tuesday, March 3

@ 6 p.m.

Each year the RTG holds
a Big Reveal party

when we announce
next season’s shows, 

and you’re invited.
  

We will read a short scene 
from each show, light re-

freshments provided.

Please RSVP to the box office 
at 262-633-4218.


