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May/June Production Calendar - JOSEPH . . .

A Note From RTG Director
Doug Instenes

Joseph - The Second Coming 
 The Racine Theatre Guild oc-
casionally brings back a popular 
show from its past. One of the 
most popular was our 1997 pro-
duction of Joseph, under the direc-
tion of Norm McPhee.
 A few people who worked on 
the crew or appeared in the show 
are doing so again, 20 years later. 
That speaks well for the longevity 
of our volunteers, plus the popu-
larity of the musical.
 Twenty years ago Samantha 
Sustachek was in the kids choir, 
and now playing one of the wives. 
Brian Schalk played a brother, 
and is doing so once again.
 Kara Ernst-Schalk was on the 
crew 20 years ago, and now she is 
in the cast as the Narrator. Kathy 
Berg was in the cast, and now she 
is helping with the kids choir. Rose 
Bliss, Jeff Hansen and Eric Gutten-
berg were on crew, and are again.
 I am always grateful for the 
talents and dedication of the 
many volunteers on stage and 
off who keep the RTG going. The 
huge amount of work brings out 
the best in nearly 100 people who 
help to put Joseph on stage. 
 If you wish to see more great 
theatre, please come along for the 
2017/2018 season at the RTG. Sea-
son tickets guarantee that you’ll 
always have the best seats in the 
house. With comedies in all styles, 
and three great musicals, we are 
sure that season 80 will be a high-
light.
 Remember, you can buy sea-
son tickets for five, six, seven or 
eight shows, or Flex Passes that 
allow you to choose just what 
shows you want to see. Call the 
box office or stop in, and we’ll 
make sure you are part of one of 
our best seasons ever!

FRIDAY, May 12                  7:30 pm
SATURDAY,  May 13       7:30 pm
SUNDAY, May 14                2:00 pm
FRIDAY, May 19                 7:30 pm
SATURDAY,  May 20                2:00  & 7:30 pm
SUNDAY, May 21                            2:00  & 7:00  pm
THURSDAY, May 25                7:00 pm
FRIDAY, May 26                 7:30 pm
SATURDAY,  May 27               2:00  & 7:30 pm
SUNDAY, May 28        2:00 pm
FRIDAY, June 2                 7:30 pm
SATURDAY,  June 3               2:00  & 7:30 pm
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JOSEPH and the AMAZING TECHNICOLOR 
DREAMCOAT Opens May 12

Continued on page 4

JOSEPH . . . 
Lyrics by Tim Rice

Music by Andrew Lloyd Webber
Sponsored by

Rasmussen’s Diamonds
CAST

Narrator ............ Kara Ernst-Schalk
Joseph ................. Noah Chartrand  
Pharaoh ...................... Jason Aaron
Jacob ................................ Jay Rattle

Brothers/Ensemble .. Brian Schalk,
Bob Benson, Frank Russ,

Ryan Simonsen, Ian Anderson,
Patrick Schneider, Clayton Irwin,

James Christensen, John Christensen
Logan Munoz, Ethan Wilkins

Wives/Ensemble ... Erin Barnlund, 
Sarah Gorke, Lauren Haumersen, 
Jamie Johnson, Laura McDonald, 

Sydney Rovik, Isabella Smetana, 
Megan Seager, Samantha Sustachek, 

Rebecca Weaver, Robbyn Wilks
Children’s Chorus .. Lorelai Amborn, 
Andrea Nitz, Savannah Barnlund, 
Charlie Cimbalnik, Rayven Craft, 

Abigail Lamoreaux, Zoe Gosey, 
Ben Johnson, Ben Kinchen, 

Juliana Garcia-Malacara, 
Keira Hassler, Molly McVey, 

Alaina Prochniak, Abigail Schmidt, 
Loghan Simonsen, Grace Ziegler

 A musical that was the best-selling 
show ever on the Racine Theatre Guild 
stage in 1997 is making a return! This 
hugely popular musical with music by 
Sir Andrew Lloyd Webber and lyrics by 
Tim Rice, ran a record 26 performances 
at the RTG 20 years ago.
 Many things contribute to making 
this show such a success, including the 
catchy music in a variety of styles, the 
Biblical story of betrayal and forgive-
ness, the humor, and the endearing 
characters. Webber and Rice first wrote 
Joseph in 1967 as a 15-minute oratorio 
for school children. They expanded it 
for successful runs in London and on 
Broadway (1997, 1981 and 1992). Ama-
teurs and professionals worldwide have 
staged hundreds of productions over the 
past three decades.
 A singing narrator helps to unfold 
the story from the Bible, which is acted 
out by the characters. Jacob has 12 sons, 
with his favorite being Joseph, honored 
with a multi-colored coat. The jealous 
brothers sell Joseph into slavery in Egypt. 
There, after a false imprisonment, Joseph 
prospers, becoming an advisor to the 
Pharaoh, blessed by God with the abil-
ity to interpret dreams. This gift lets him 
help the Egyptians prepare for a famine. 
Joseph’s brothers arrive, hoping for food, 
but do not recognize the younger brother 
they betrayed. A final scene of reconcilia-
tion provides a happy ending.



 It is always with sadness that 
we mark the passing of some of our 
dedicated RTG volunteers. Since 
we feel like we are a “theatre fam-
ily,” the loss of much-appreciated 
volunteers feels like a loss of a fam-
ily member.

Dick Cycenas
 Dick, also known as “Tink,” 
was a quiet volunteer, who liked to 
stay behind the scenes. But he was 
a great lover of theatre, according 
to his widow, Nat.
 “We became season ticket 
holders at the Theatre Guild short-
ly after we got married in 1963,” 
remembers Nat. “We saw shows 
at the old High Street Theatre with 
its tiny stage. We didn’t miss very 
many shows over the decades, only 
when one of our children was born. 
He always loved the comedies best, 
and he loved to laugh.”
 Nat and Dick were both teach-
ers in Racine, and that’s how they 
met. Dick taught sixth grade. When 
he retired in 1990, he began volun-
teering at the RTG, helping with set 
construction.
 “Dick was very creative,” Nat 
says, “and he put that skill to work 
at the Theatre. I remember when 
they were building Wendy’s house 
for Peter Pan, Dick had an idea of 
how that would work, and that’s 
what they did. He really enjoyed 
being part of the creativity of the-
atre.”
 Dick earned his nickname 
(Tink) in 1992, when the first pro-
duction of Peter Pan needed a vol-
unteer to run the special laser light 
that was Tinkerbell. Dick took over 

that task, and did it for every per-
formance for all three years of the 
production.
 “He never even saw a script,” 
Nat says. “He told me that they just 
gave him the light, a special light on 
a tripod, and Norm told him what 
he should do with it. He made the 
light dance around the stage with 
Peter and Wendy, and that was 
Tinkerbell. He really enjoyed doing 
that.”
 Nat and Dick’s daughter El-
lie Hammond also has been an ac-
tive volunteer with the RTG, most 
recently seen as Mrs. Potts in both 
productions of Beauty and the Beast. 
So Dick’s love of theatre was passed 
to the next generation.
 Other volunteering with the 
RTG included Dick being a light 
technician in the booth, and he 
continued to help build sets until 
health problems prevented him 
from continuing. Dick suffered 
from Parkinson’s disease, and right 
up until the end he still attended 
shows, with Nat helping him to the 
theatre in a wheelchair. He passed 
away March 21.
 Everyone who knew him will 
always remember his warmth and 
good nature. We at the RTG believe 
in fairies and the wonderful man 
who brought it to life.  

Cindy David
 “I talked Cindy into becoming a 
volunteer at the RTG,” says Jill Dex-
ter, a long-time friend of hers. “We 
knew each other since the 5th grade. 
Cindy was a fun-loving person, al-
ways smiling, and she really loved 
her volunteer time with the RTG.”

 Cindy spent 40 years work-
ing for Lincoln Lutheran, and she 
brought many skills to the RTG. She 
worked wardrobe for many shows, 
often with Jill.  She helped with 
makeup, served on the playreading 
committee, was a production stage 
manager, ran lights and sound, 
helped with production meals, and 
served on the RTG board of direc-
tors, serving as secretary.
 “Cindy loved to cook,” Jill 
remembers. “So any show she 
worked on was well fed. She 
brought baked goods and home-
made snacks to every show. She 
was the most kind and compas-
sionate person I know.”
 Jill recalls that Cindy was par-
ticularly great at being a produc-
tion stage manager, a difficult job 
that includes getting and coordi-
nating all the volunteers who work 
in the crew positions. She said she 
was a perfectionist, wanting every-
thing to be done right.
 “She would roll up her sleeves 
and learn all the positions,” Jill 
says. “Even if she was behind the 
scenes, she was making sure ev-
erything ran smoothly. When she 
worked on wardrobe, usually do-
ing modern shows, she loved to 
gather costumes, shop at second-
hand stores, and get all the details 
right.”
 Cindy loved people and her 
two children, and she treasured 
her time with the RTG. She had 
been looking at the shows for next 
season, deciding which ones she’d 
like to work. She passed away sud-
denly, on April 8 of a heart attack.

 The Racine Theatre Guild ap-
preciates the volunteer time and 
dedication shown by both Dick 
and Cindy. We send best wishes to 
their friends and families. Both of 
these special people will be greatly 
missed.

In Memoriam
Dick Cycenas & Cindy David
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ANNOUNCING

2017 - 2018
SEASON

SEASON TICKETS 
& 

FLEX PASSES 
ON SALE NOW!!

VISIT THE BOX OFFICE OR 
 CALL 262.633.4218 

WWW.RACINETHEATRE.ORG

JOSEPH Crew

Director ................... Doug Instenes
Music Director .............. Greg Berg
Choreographer .. Mary Leigh Sturino
Tech. Director ..........  Chris Reinhardt
Scenic  Design ...... Sarah Hunt Frank
PSM ................................. Lori Russ 
Stage Manager ..... Eric Guttenberg
ASMs ... Jeff Hansen, Robert Kroes, 

Kathy Berg
Costume Design ...... Katie Kowbel, 

Ali Mbsie
Wardrobe ....................... Rose Bliss
Props ........  Jill Dickert, Peter Jones
Sound ............... Eric Goodwin,

 Colleen Whyte, John Whyte, 
Lights ......................... Brian Hrpcek, 

Kevin Edmonston, Karen Magee
Wigs ............................. Eric Welch
Makeup ................ Elizabeth Bitner
Spotlights ............. Ben Kawczynski, 

Brandon Kawczynski

     Boeing Boeing 
         7 pm May 23 & 24

A comedy with 2 men and 4 women.  Rehearsals begin 
in August with performances Sept. 15 - Oct. 1

Scripts are availble to check out from the box office.

Always ... Patsy Cline
7 pm, May 15 & 16

A musical with roles for 2 women.  Must have a song prepared 
and bring sheet music for accompanist. 

Rehearsals begin in June with performances July 14-23.

AUDITIONS

SHOW 
"BUSINESS" 

Get into

and Support RTG

Buy a Playbill Ad

Reach Target Audience
Get Continued Exposure
Build Keepsake Value
Enjoy Bargain Rates  

Cheer on our cast 
and crew at 

every performance.
Visit: RacineTheatre.org

Call: (262) 633-1250 x 105 
for more details



The Racine Theatre Guild
2519 Northwestern Avenue, Racine, WI 53404

Box Office 262-633-4218
www.racinetheatre.org

Continued from page 1

LIKE US on Facebook

Please let us know if you would prefer 

to read the Callboard online.

 The RTG production, as it did in 
1997, includes the use of children to sing 
the chorus parts. With no dialogue, the 
story is told entirely in song.
 Critics have raved over the many dif-
ferent productions of Joseph. Time Maga-
zine called it “the best of the Webber-Rice 
musicals, better rounded, more buoyant 
and totally unpretentious. It retains the 
child-like wonder that it must have had 
when performed by children.”
 “Joseph is a joy!” wrote Don Nelson 
in the New York Daily News. “It is an ex-
huberant revel…as seamless as Joseph’s 
coat. This is a musical about innocence 
triumphant.”
 Tickets are already going fast for this 
show, so take action quickly if you want 
tickets. Joseph would normally run three 
weekends, May 12 through 28. Howev-
er we have added 3 more performances 
June 2 & 3.  Call the box office at 633-
4218 for further information or to reserve 
tickets. Don’t miss this toe-tapping, feel-
good musical!

Monthly, Issue 79-7

July 19
For more information call 262-633-4218 or www.racinetheatre.org

Take a trip with the RTG to see

The Callboard is written by 
volunteer Nancy Moldenhauer, 

a freelance writer


